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Keegan Walks to Salem
By Vickie Nelson

A little boy with
a big heart decided
to take a walk from
Whoville, the
homeless camp in
Eugene, to Salem to
show his support for
the unhoused. He
said he “wanted to
Photo by Jana Thrift walk for everyone,
Ten-year-old Keegan at Whoville on the mornto say thank you to
ing of his walk to Salem.
all the volunteers
and organizations, to deliver a personal letter to the state capitol by
hand, but most of all [for] the unhoused and Whoville.”
Keegan Keppner, 10, who lives in Junction City, took off from
Whoville on a Friday morning with a small group of supporters, including Nathan Shower, a resident of Whoville, Hedin Brugh, Lynn
Crowe, and Malcolm Powell, advocates for the homeless — and his
stepfather, who made sure he had done his homework before they
left.
The group walked about 16 miles to Junction City the first day,
which left them feeling “a little sore” and stayed at Keegan’s home.
Keegan challenged himself to carry a heavy pack with everything
he needed and to spend at least one night unhoused. He said the
night in the open was “rough but calming
One of the goals of his journey was “to take on the daily challenges of the unhoused.” And he did just that. “It was a challenge

to even find a safe place to go potty,” Keegan said. “I didn't know
where I could go sometimes.”
When he arrived in Salem on March 10, Keegan met Gov. John
Kitzhaber, shook his hand, and gave him a handwritten letter. He
also met Senate President Peter Courtney, D-Salem, and state Rep.
Val Hoyle, D-Eugene. Keegan’s stepfather wrote on the Keegan’s
Kindness Facebook page, “When the governor asked him what he
would do fix the problems, Keegan pretended to slam his fist on the

Keegan and crew begin their trek to Salem.
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governor’s desk and he said loudly, “Make more laws!”
Most of the information here comes from Keegan’s Kindness
Facebook page.
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A tar sands megaload towers above protesters.
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and respect the interconnection and interdependence of all nations, which share air cur-
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Northern Rockies Rising Tide

water are wasted in producing one gallon
of the stuff. The water used becomes toxic

as financially, and our remaining hydrocarbon energy platform must be used to launch
renewable energy replacements. There are
no such plans for the tar sands oil.
The socially progressive company CREDO Mobile has been organizing protests
and acts of civil disobedience all across the
U.S. in opposition to the pipeline. So far
over 80,000 people have been training and
preparing to stop this project, regarded by
many the single most damaging action by
humans against our climate and biosphere.
Many participants in this movement are
not seasoned activists but are simply caring,
sacrificing human beings concerned with
preservation of human and other life on this
planet.
The strategies will be non-violent,
aimed at influencing President Obama to
respect and represent the best interests of
his citizens and to awaken the country and
world about the grave dangers we collectively face. We demand a denial of the permit to Trans Canada or any other company
that wants to mine and transmit tar sands oil
See Tar Sands, p. 3
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Led by Professor Gilles-Eric
Séralini and his team of scientific musketeers at Caen University in France, the corporate
power of Monsanto supported
by the European Food Safety
Authority was challenged on
Nov. 12, 2012 with the publication of a paper titled “Long term
toxicity of a Roundup herbicide
and a Roundup-tolerant geneti-

cally modified maize” in The
Journal of Food and Chemical
Toxicology.
This was, astonishingly, the
first long-term (life span) study
in animals under controlled
conditions testing the possible effects of a GMO maize
diet treated with the Monsanto
Roundup herbicide. The industry-indicting results exploded

W

like an IED under the clay feet
of the world’s largest genetic
modifier of food products and
the corrupted European regulatory body that had released
these products in 2009 upon a
trusting public.
Both were embarrassed
by worldwide news photos of
rats with immense, grotesque
tumors, and they descended

quickly into panic reactions.
Unable to flee, they fought,
attacking the study and its
authors to generate a smoke
screen encouraging public
doubt. Séralini also went public
conspicuously, for which he has
been criticized, but there was a
reason. The Séralini group had
long deplored obvious complicity between the biotech industry
See Monsanto, p. 3

elcome to the new issue of Occupy Eugene’s newsletter! We hope you enjoy our articles and find a place to join Occupy Eugene in our efforts to bring about our vision. If you are looking for a way to get involved please visit
http://occupyeugenemedia.org/volunteer/
www.occupyeugenemedia.org

Occupy Roundup
Powering Up for People,
Planet and Peace over Profit!
By Doe Tabor
On Monday, March 3, in front of the old Federal Building, 350.org hosted a vigil to increase awareness of the potential dangers of the Keystone XL pipeline. After a few rounds
of song and Plaedo-the-polar-bear antics, 2012 Green Party presidential candidate Jill Stein
spoke. Fresh from the Public Interest Environmental Law Conference, Dr. Stein rallied the
fifty or so stalwart folks in how to take a stand against the Keystone XL pipeline, and save
our Midwest.
All the different movements — labor, education, race, LGBT, environmental — must
come together in order to make this protest successful. Not until then will we have a strong
majority to change many deleterious policies in America. If we mobilize properly, we can
have it all. We can have health care and education as a human right, as well as a just, green,
sustainable future. It can start with bringing enough informed citizens together to stop the
Keystone XL pipeline.
"Essentially, we're calling for nothing less than the Marshall Plan or the Manhattan
Project," Stein says.
She then outlined the “Global Climate Convergence Campaign." With "Powering Up
for People, Planet and Peace Over Profit", as a rallying cry, the plan is to bring as many
groups as possible to the organizing table. The actual GCCC kickoff event is to occur this
spring starting on Earth Day, April 2 and last until May Day. Stay tuned and gear up for
the long haul. If we are to rally and stop the beast, we’ve got to do more than hold up a
few signs at the passing traffic and sing songs. 350Eugene is a new local group with new
energy. Find them by logging onto calclane.org and get [even more] active!

By Vickie Nelson
Duluth Establishes a Homeless Bill of Rights
Early this year Duluth, became the first city in Minnesota to establish a Homeless Bill
of Rights. Motivated by the deaths of 29 homeless people in Duluth in 2013, members of
Loaves and Fishes started a petition calling for a commission to end hunger, homelessness,
and poverty. The petition also asked for a public policy declaring that homelessness is not a
crime. City Councilor Sharla Gardner, who introduced such a resolution to the city council,
said, “I see this Homeless Bill of Rights as a commitment that we have as a council to this
issue and to solving this issue. I believe it is more than a symbolic statement. I believe it is
a call to action, and it is a first step.” The resolution passed unanimously.
San Francisco Marches Against Greed and Evictions
On Feb. 26, Occupy San Francisco and Occupy Oakland joined Eviction Free San
Francisco and the San Francisco Housing Justice movement in a March on Greed. Activists
picketed the office of Kaushik Dattani, who has been named one of the notorious “Dirty
Dozen” and a “serial evictor” of long-time Mission residents, seniors, families and the disabled. Currently, Dattani is evicting Patricia Kerman, a disabled senior and 27-year tenant,
and her roommate Tom Rapp, who has lived with her for 15 years. Activists called on San
Franciscans to stand in solidarity with those who have been evicted or live in fear of being
evicted, and say “no more evictions” in the name of greed.
OWS Takes on Walmart
Occupy Wall Street is taking on Walmart, which they call “the biggest bully around.”
Early this year, activists posted internal Walmart documents, leaked to them by the online
Anonymous collective. The documents included a PowerPoint presentation that dismisses
Walmart workers’ pro-worker movement, OURWalmart, as an effort by the UFCW to collect dues. OSW calls this claim, “a case of a corporation mistaking a union's motives for
those of a corporation.” OWS is not alone in their position on Walmart’s relationship with
its workers. The National Labor Relations Board in January charged Walmart with multiple
violations of workers’ rights, including firing and punishing 70 workers.
Philadelphia and Oakland Rally on 2nd Anniversary of Trayvon Martin’s Death
Occupy Philadelphia and Occupy Oakland participated in marches and rallies on the
second anniversary of Trayvon Martin's murder. In Philly, young people rallied in Malcolm X Park while other activists held a vigil in Center City at a statue of Frank Rizzo. In
Oakland, people marched and rallied at the Fruitvale Bart Station Plaza. Oakland spoke for
everyone concerned about racial injustice when they called for “a day of outrage and remembrance for Trayvon Martin, Jordan Davis, Andy Lopez, Renisha McBride, and all the
thousands of others like them.” They went on to call these deaths “modern day lynchings”
that show that “Black and Latino youth have a bulls-eye on their backs.” Oakland called
on activists to deliver their own message: “We will not stand by in silence as our youth are
brutalized, locked up, murdered and more.”
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Whoville Portraits Projected at
First Friday Art Walk
by

First Friday Art walkers who ventured to East Broadway and Oak St. on March 1 were
in for a visual treat, as photographer Bob Walters and a projection artist collaborated to
project stunning photographic portraits of 18 people from Whoville on the east side of the
Wells Fargo Bank.
The portraits, intense closeup character studies, evoked a sense of dignity and endurance, and appeared massive in projection.

Occupy Eugene
Newsletter Staff

This issue of the Eugene Occupier is brought to you through
the collaboration of Catherine
Siskron, Christina Bellini, Jack
Dresser, Graham Lewis, David
Ivan Piccioni, Ralph Bitter,
Vickie Nelson, and the many
participants and committees of
Occupy Eugene.
Reader Feedback and Comments: We welcome your

comments, suggestions, and
feedback, as well as content and
financial contributions for our
newsletter. E-mail us at newsletter@occupyeugenemedia.org
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Occupy Eugene on the Web

Web site: http://occupyeugenemedia.org/ Provides information about activities and upcoming events.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/375775672475381/ Used by our communications committee to promote actions and other events.
Twitter: @occupyeugene
Occupy Medical blog: http://occupymedics.wordpress.
com/
Occupy Medical on Facebook: https://www.facebook.
com/groups/434111789971743/

Contact Occupy Eugene
541-525-0130
P.O. Box 744, Eugene, OR 97402
www.occupyeugenemedia.org
We are a nonviolent, non-partisan, social-political movement for accountability and responsibility in government. We stand in solidarity with
Occupy Movements around the globe and all people who will no longer sit back and watch corporate and special interests run their Government,
and spoil the living Earth. For we, the people, are the government.
It is time to turn away from a culture of war and domination, and create a living economy which operates in harmony with our living planet.
We must begin by opening our hearts to those the present system would discard and push into the shadows, because we believe that, in our United
States, it’s we the people who are sovereign- not global corporations.
We have come together to create a community that expresses our common needs, to organize, network, and participate in solutions and to
remind one another that, as a society, we have unfinished business in our pursuit of social and economic justice.
Note: This excerpt has been approved by the OE General Assembly. You can find Occupy Eugene’s complete vision statement at http://occupyeugene.net/vision.
www.occupyeugenemedia.org

DeFazio Fears the Trans-Pacific Partnership
By Jack Dresser
On Jan. 23 Congressman Peter DeFazio led a UO forum on the TPP with Sierra Club
volunteer Debra Higbee-Sudyka and Tom Chamberlain, President of the American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organization. The TPP is a long, dense and
detailed trade treaty proposal negotiated in secret among 12 Pacific Rim nations and some
600 multinational corporations, excluding the American Congress, press and public, which
Rep. DeFazio has called "a disastrous trade bill."
Before the event, DeFazio had already delivered his judgment: "TPP alters U.S. trade
policy in a manner that will deliver another blow to U.S. manufacturing and middle class
jobs, strip crucial environmental protections and worker safety standards, and threaten
Internet freedom. That’s just the start. This is a wolf in sheep’s clothing and I will not stand
for it."
On Jan. 9 the Obama administration had submitted "fast track authority" to Congress,
requesting an up-or-down vote with no modifications or amendments permitted. Debate
would be limited to 20 hours and Congress would be required to make their decision within
90 days.
Members of Congress are allowed to view the treaty only under supervision by armed
guards since it is a "classified document," and are allowed neither to take notes nor discuss
it afterwards under legal threats none have dared to risk. But in November-December 2013
Wikileaks obtained and released the Environment and Intellectual Property Rights chapters,
and based on what he’s seen DeFazio said, "There’s some really evil stuff in there."
According to DeFazio, "the biggest winners are the pharmaceuticals" — which could
sue to block generics and formularies — "and Wall Street," which would enjoy immunity
from transaction taxes. Ms. Higbee-Sudyka said the treaty is "less about trade and more

about deregulation," following the typical neoliberal formula earlier imposed upon the
developing world to force privatization, prohibit public alternatives to for-profit business,
and generally reduce the power of elected government while greatly increasing the power
of unelected multinational corporate interests with no national allegiance or accountability
to the people providing their markets (see Naomi Klein’s "The Shock Doctrine," Noam
Chomsky’s "Profit over People," Greg Grandin’s "Empire’s Workshop," and UO Professor
John Bellamy Foster’s "Naked Imperialism").
The treaty would allow corporations to sue governments in secret tribunals with trade
attorneys only, prohibit countries from favoring domestic companies over multinationals,
and require changes in U.S. law to accommodate their interests. Ms. Higbee-Sudyka called
these "corporation super rights" that give foreign investors and corporations "more power
than the government."
Fast Track needs approval by both houses of Congress to move forward. Sen. Wyden,
incoming Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee that oversees international trade issues, says the treaty would require revision to provide the U.S. administration and Congress
much more authority. Sen. Merkley has also specified numerous changes needed for him to
support the treaty. Harry Reid and Senate Democrats oppose it. The U.S. and Asian nations
have continuing disagreements. So it is very shaky and we need to shake it harder. Sen.
Wyden is a key player, but also contact Sen Merkley and spread the word far and wide, NO
ON FAST TRACK!
In the 1992 presidential race, 3rd-party candidate Ross Perot presciently predicted "a giant sucking sound" as jobs would disappear should NAFTA be approved. Prepare for this in
hyper-amplified Surround Sound should the TPP be approved.

GMO Labeling May Reach the Ballot

By Jack Dresser
On Feb. 12, several activists testified in Salem before
the House Rules Committee in support of HB 4100, which
would refer a measure requiring GMO labeling to the
November ballot if approved by both legislative branches.
The simple right to choose has been affirmed by 64 other
countries, including all of Western and most of Eastern
Europe, India, Japan, Brazil, Mexico, Australia, China,
Russia, Indonesia, South Korea, South Africa — altogether
some 2/3 of the world’s people. Widespread rejection of
genetically engineered (GE) products is why labeling is
vehemently opposed by the industry. Given the information,
I too will avoid all such products for both health protection
and public responsibility.
Simply put, in the case of “Roundup ready” corn, soy
and rapeseed (canola), genetic engineering renders the desired crop impervious to the herbicide Roundup. The field
is sprayed and the Roundup kills every other living flora in
that natural environment, which in turn degrades the entire
ecosystem of soil bacteria, worms, vital nutrients, etc. The
immunized crop
absorbs the
glyphosate
herbicide
(Roundup),
as well as
other toxic
ingredients
identified by a
forthcoming
publication in
Biomedical
Research
International.
GE soy
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was found to contain “high levels” of residual glyphosate
and its main derivative in a Norwegian study recently
published in the journal Cell Chemistry (http://tinyurl.com/
kutqa54).
Amazingly, this is the first time glyphosate has ever
been measured in “safety” research that has been relentlessly controlled from its inception by the fox left unsupervised
in the henhouse by the FDA and (European) EFSA. These
food safety regulatory agencies have relied on the industry’s own safety research under the oxymoronic assumption
of “substantial equivalence” between GM and conventional
organisms sufficiently alike in look, taste and nutritional
content to presumably require no external safety evaluation
despite enough differences at the DNA/molecular level to
qualify for patents as unique inventions.
Further amplifying this finding, another recently published study in Interdisciplinary Toxicology (Interdiscip
Toxicol. 2013; Vol. 6(4): 159–184) describes in detail the
adverse effects of glyphosate on beneficial gut bacteria.
Without these bacteria we have increased risk of nutritional
deficiencies and inflammatory responses associated with
numerous disease processes. With a GE crop, an herbicide
or pesticide in the plant cells cannot be washed off, cooked
out or otherwise eliminated. It becomes part of that food
product, an obviously profound alteration. Thanks anyway,
but I’ll pass on the Roundup in my corn flakes and tofu.
In addition, the effects of the inserted genetic material
alone are unpredictable. It is simplistically assumed that
a gene expressing a trait in one organism can be inserted
into another organism in which that trait is desired with no
additional consequences. But the Human Genome Project
determined that each gene codes for multiple proteins and
new data has emerged regarding additional coding by each
gene to control the complexities of gene regulation (http://
tinyurl.com/o2ubwm3).
No algorithms exist to predict unintended additional
novel proteins unrecognized by the immune system, their
effects including potential inflammatory reactions, and their

Tar Sands, conttinued from p. 1
across our country.
To improve efficiency and conservation, every rooftop should have solar panels or
be used to grow food (sod roofs are commonplace in Norway). Windmills should help
supplement solar (with care to avoid bird injuries). Ocean tidal force can move turbines
with dynamos to supply coastal cities with part of their energy needs. Geothermal energy
capture should be developed, with technology that avoids underground fissures such as
occur in fracking. To feed the world's population, now seven billion, we will need to turn
every arable piece of soil into an organic garden.
These ideas don’t come close to solving all of the world's problems but they would be
Monsanto, continued from p. 1
and its presumed regulators vested with
responsibility to protect public health. Like
the FDA in the U.S., the EFSA had relied
from the beginning on the industry’s own
“safety research” rather than conducting
independent safety studies.
To directly challenge the EFSA, Séralini
et al. replicated the methods, including the
same strain of subject animals that Monsanto had used to gain EFSA approval of their
GMO maize. But with important variations.
The Monsanto study was limited to 90 days,
which extrapolates to an equivalent human
age of about 10. To identify chronic human
disease processes arising from inflammatory
responses or development of neoplasms,
data collection on human subjects would
not be terminated at age 10. The Séralini

complex interactions within the new genome. For example,
yet another recent, alarming study found that many commercial GMOs encode a viral gene fragment with many
possible effects and very likely unsafe for human consumption (http://tinyurl.com/nym6sx4). This is indeed genetic
roulette, and I decline to play.
Prematurely marketing this technology before its basic
scientific foundation has been adequately established, Monsanto et al. have been riding roughshod across the planet,
almost destroying the diverse, regionally and climatically
developed maize varieties in Mexico from competition with
cheap, U.S.-subsidized GM corn, destroying many millions
of acres of forest lands in Brazil and Argentina for replacement with monocultural oil commodity crops for biofuels
— and much, much more environmental degradation.
Plus, there is an additional complication. Life being
resilient and insistent, these monocultures develop Roundup-resistant “super weeds” requiring even larger and more
potent doses of herbicides in subsequent plantings, with
increasingly destructive impacts on entire ecosystems and
economic trauma to thousands of farmers and farm communities. The Bt pesticide-producing crops have similarly
developed “super bugs” and are killing friendly ones as
well lsuch as bees that we depend upon for pollination
(http://tinyurl.com/p3ey9og).
For elaboration and documentation of the above
problems, see the comprehensive 251-page PDF file titled
“The GMO Emperor has no Clothes” (http://tinyurl.com/
lp39w7r).
Why are we engaging in a fight rather than developing a
compatible marriage with Mother Nature? Monsanto et al.
represent the heedless arrogance of our species that is driving us off a cliff. HB 4100 failed to emerge from the House
Rules Committee, and the legislative term expired March 9.
GMO-free Oregon must therefore launch a voter-sponsored
ballot initiative and will need help with signature gathering
during May and June.

a strong start and would reduce political conflict between countries over acquisition and
burning of fossil fuels. All countries have valuable human and natural resources to contribute as well as a common planetary destiny, and all should collaborate in finding common
solutions without war.
For training in arrest and supportive roles in the KXL pipeline resistance, contact http://
nokxl.org/why-pledge-resistance/.
We must demand that less dirty oil, however politically difficult to obtain, be shared
responsibly among all peoples of the earth and used to build a totally new energy infrastructure providing clean, renewable energy for everybody.

group extended the study period to two
such as authorship fraud. The journal editor
years, approximately equivalent to huannouncing the withdrawal cited none of
man age 80, and also measured additional
these, stating only that the study results
variables. Tumors began developing four
“while not incorrect” were “inconclusive.”
months into the study.
This was a transparently thin cover for a
Six months after the study’s publication
coerced decision. Any single study is rarely
the journal created a new position, “Asjudged conclusive and that is no legitimate
sociate Editor for Biotechnology,” filled
basis for paper retraction. The retraction
by former Monsanto employee Richard E.
was a clear signal to the scientific commuGoodman, also associated with a pro-GMO
nity that this was a political action without
lobby organization, the International Life
scientific justification, as confirmed by a
Sciences Institute (ILSI). Unsurprisingly,
statement signed by 129 outraged scientists
that “Journal retraction of Séralini GMO
six months after that the journal retracted
study is invalid and an attack on scientific
the Séralini paper. But it was not “discredintegrity.” Had the editor claimed any of
ited” as so often proclaimed.
the justifiable criteria, he would have exThe recognized criteria for retraction of
posed himself and the journal to a defamaa published study are discovery of data faltion lawsuit.
sification, plagiarism, or unethical conduct
www.occupyeugenemedia.org

To judge for themselves, readers can
review the retraction statement at http://
tinyurl.com/llcxfkr and the Séralini group’s
response to its critics at http://tinyurl.
com/9a9aaar. Most important, however, the
Séralini team achieved its objective. Last
summer the European Commission issued
a request for proposals for a €3 million,
two-year independent study that Séralini
has long advocated. Some honest safety
regulation is long past due. For evaluation of the EFSA’s (and by extension, the
FDA’s) insufficient standards, see http://
www.testbiotech.de/node/725 and the 129
scientists’ statement about the retraction at
http://tinyurl.com/lsuwpu6.
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Homelessness Is Not A Lifestyle

Supporters and press gather at a press conference at Whoville.

City Betrays Whoville: Church and Community Step Up
. . . our intent is not to just to go in and shut down the site, our intent is to provide
time for people to transition to whatever site that Council chooses, and so that is what
our intent is as we go forward and that may take whatever the reasonable time line is,
an appropriate time line is, and we would work toward that.
—Jon Ruiz, Eugene City Manager
I am very glad to hear the City Manager state very clearly the intention to find a
new location and to invite folks at Whoville to relocate there. I think that speaks to the
intent of the motion that I proposed and that this Council passed.
— Claire Syrett, City Councilor
Despite reassurances from the city manager and counselors that Whoville would not be
closed without a site to transition to, over 30 police aggressively entered Whoville at 9 a.m.
on April 4 and proceeded to shut down the camp that had been home to 35 to 50 people for
six months.
Advocates were in negotiations with city staff over a contract to run a rest stop for the
Whos near Autzen Stadium and had repeatedly requested that the city wait until counselors

Ken, a resident of Whoville, sits in his wheelchair by Whoville’s Camp Rules.

Photo

returned from their month-long break on April 9 to decide on the best time to close Whoville.
The massive show of force by the police created unnecessary despair and anxiety for
the Whos and a huge expense for the city. The closure itself violated the human rights of
the residents, whose home was destroyed before a site had been created to receive them.
In acts of unprecedented generosity and solidarity, the Egan Center and the Interfaith
Community in Eugene and Springfield stepped up to shelter and help reunite the Whos
scattered by the police.
The Whos are still a community and the Whoville Coalition is more determined than
ever to find a site that can hold the 30 individuals who formed the heart of Whoville, a
healing community where people offered each other respect and support.
Please donate to the Eugene Homeless support fund to help us set up additional rest
stops and pay for port-a-potties and hand-washing stations. You can donate at www.gofundme.com/80971S

by Jana thrift

Whoville in the snow.

Megan looks out of her tent on a sunny morning.
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Angie urges compassion for the residents of Whovil

4

www.occupyeugenemedia.org

Choice: Poverty is Not a Crime

lle.
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Residents gather around the fire on a cold day.

A fence went up at Whoville in late January.
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Whoville residents surrounded by their supporters.
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For Freedom’s Sake
By Roy K. Johnston
www.roykjonston.com

Last night
Bombs burst over the country.
Distant bombs, plangent
of the blitzkrieg, Tokyo
Cambodia and Baghdad.
America sings of bombs and brotherhood
and a good tar and featherhood.
There was never a time
we were all brothers.
Last night bombs echoed
impatiently for the lord
trouncing the hillsides
and reverberate how far out of reach
America is.
Animals stir in darkness
awakened by flashes and round shakes.
You and I sat on the roof
looking into the open valley and ocean.
We passed wine and shared conversation
you said, “no one is really safe”.
Red, white, yellow fire-rockets reflected
your deep, staring glance
pretending to bring us whole
and burn out the past.
Your lashes shivered the way
you don’t like answering personal questions.
The gray soldier clouds moved
toward the Euphrates above
the violent colors in the sky.
How I trembled at each blast
friends who demand respect for themselves
have left this country.
Last night bombs burst through us
Watching a celebration on a night
for freedom’s sake.
And love is not the easy thing
the only baggage you can bring
is all that you can’t leave behind.

Untitled

By James P. Hardin, 2008
Current Whoville Resident
Now I take pen in hand for something has inspired my mind.
To write of things I had and lost and things I hope to find.
I write this especially for those who thought they knew me well,
And for those that didn't know me at all, I have a story to tell.
For what I put down on paper now, someday another may decide to read,
So I write with all hopes in mind they will find exactly what they need.
If I write of a thorn it's so everybody knows,
It was a part of my life just like the rose.
And should I write of pains and sorrow around every corner turned,
It took that pain and sorrow to find the beauty in lessons learned.
So if you are one of those who thinks life is only good when everything is
bright,
Maybe you should consider day is always followed by the night.
But on the other hand, in my search here is what I found,
Things will soon be getting brighter if you turn that thought around.
If you should want to know more of my story like where I rose and fell,
You can surely find my legacy somewhere upon a paper trail.

Stronger

By Kevin NaTreasaigh
Dedicated to Alix Heart

Got a friend that’s been kicked around a little bit
But you’re never going to hear her say a word about it
She grew stronger in the broken places
The maple tree they cut keeps right on growing back
It’s like that tree made an agreement with the axe
To come back stronger in the broken places
Tears are falling needless as the fear that made them rise
Seeds are sprouting heedless of every sister seed that died
It’s no question of weakness or ability to strive
Just a way to find a formula to let a freak survive
Like being stronger in the broken places
Have you ever seen a nestling pushed out of a nest
Struggle in a frenzy to regain its mothers breast
Don’t wonder at such cruelty lest you stumble on your heart
You’re soul and you in truth are as cruelly kept apart
By the strongness in the broken places
We guard ever so dear what we most fear to repair
But some sorts of discord are more than brass can bear
We abandon not the bell that was broken by its toll
Bound to ruin may be the body but eternal is the soul
Growing stronger in the broken places
We can watch the house we built crumble stone by stone
Mumbling there is no remedy we’re all in this alone
Or perhaps we shore the walls up and do what we do best
Blessing such work in belief that such work will leave us blest
As well as stronger in the broken places
A naked heart is a tempting target for despair
Sometimes it puts on hardness by abrading trust and care
Polishing those chinks and flaws it thinks the world sees
Till it offers no entry point for all it truly needs
You see it’s too strong in the broken places
The family of humanity journeyed long to reach this day
Our oneness somehow suffered a breach along the way
So let us join our voices and as a single force pray
That we may grant ourselves the grace to face each other & say
We’re strong enough now in the broken places
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A Prayer for Feet
By Sue Sierralupe
I am not a big church person any more. Thus, it was peculiar to find myself standing
in a church basement on a Tuesday afternoon with a 1/2 gallon of tea and a tote of first aid
supplies. Perhaps it’s also strange to say a prayer for feet. But here it is!
Being a volunteer for Occupy Medical has put me in many unusual situations. Normally, we hold our clinic in the Park Blocks with a full staff every Sunday afternoon and do
not make house calls. Today is an exception. So here I am in a church basement. The pastor
leads me and J, another Occupy Medical volunteer, into the dining area. He had summoned
us to conduct an emergency foot bath on an unhoused patient S. When we arrive, she is in
the bathroom taking advantage of the access to warm water to clean herself up. Warm water
is a rare luxury for the unhoused.
When she arrives at the foot bath area, everything is ready for her. The foot basins are
warm and filled with an herbal antiseptic blend. The chair is in place. The bandages are set
out. The towels and replacement socks are neatly folded. A bowl of meaty stew, bread and
baby carrots are all waiting on the table for her, a loving gift from the church volunteers.
Patient S pauses and draws back. She fights back tears. It had taken a lot of coaxing
just to get her to agree to show her feet in the first place. This attitude of feeling unworthy
of even basic care is common among the people we treat.
Despite what we read in the press, most homeless people we serve ask for nothing.
They have lost everything in life. All they have left in their pockets is pride. They want to
be independent. I respect this attitude but in order for our patients to acquire greater independence, we have to ask them to allow us to offer our help so they can get on their feet
again. In the case of Patient S, the need was literal as well as figurative.
Treasure for the Unhoused
Patient S is suffering from frostbite. We have a warming center for the unhoused in our
town. It offers a splendid service when the temperature dips below freezing. For various
reasons, they missed a night. As a result, at the next Sunday clinic, we treated multiple
victims of frostbite.
Patient S had problems with her feet even before the last freeze. She used to be a ballet
dancer. Her feet were damaged from the toe shoes. When she first became homeless, she

lost a toe to an infection. That was some time ago. It takes a while to learn how to properly
battle the elements when a tarp covered shopping cart is your only shelter.
Most of our frostbite patients were able to return to us weekly for foot baths and wraps.
It takes between one and three months to recover from frostbite with consistent care.
Patient S missed two weeks. Her toes were black and swollen. The blisters were open and
pieces of tissue had gone missing. She was in a lot of pain.
J and I help S to her seat and speak quietly to her as she settles in. J is an excellent
advocate. She speaks only when necessary and listens attentively as Patient S talks through
her anxiety. To survive on the streets as an elder requires physical and mental agility. To
survive on the streets as a woman requires a show of strength. Patient S knows that if she
loses another toe, she will be crippled and become a target. She won’t survive. J’s compassion is good medicine and calms Patient S.
I focus on getting the patient’s socks off. The discharge from the wounds had adhered
the fabric of her sock to her damaged tissue. I irrigate the wound with sterilized water and
after 10 minutes, the foot is free. What I see is worrisome. J and I exchange glances. This is
going to take some time.
An hour and a half later, Patient S is all set. Her feet are soaked and bandaged. She has
eaten a full hot meal. She has new socks on. She even lets J call a transport to take her to
the hospital for more extensive care. As J helps Patient S with her shoes, I close my eyes
and offer a brief, silent prayer for her.
“Please, God, please let her keep her feet. Let her be able to stand, to walk, and to run.
I am not asking you to let her dance again but would it be too much to give her a chance to
feel enough joy to want to dance? Even for a few minutes? Please?”
I pull on my hat and coat and follow J and Patient S up the stairs to the parking lot. I
hesitate at the door and draw a deep breath. It was comforting to pray in a church again. I
hope someone was listening.
Follow up on Patient S, by Martin Champion
Through continuing support from quite a few people at Occupy Medical, Patient S’s
feet have made steady progress toward healing.

Red Letter Day for Occupy Medical
By Sue Sierralupe

Wednesday, Jan. 8, was a red letter
day for Occupy Medical (OM). Kitty
Piercy offered the health care activist
group an award for community service in front of a standing room only
crowd at the Hult Center.
Occupy Medical has been offering
a free medical clinic every Sunday
at the Parks Blocks (8th and Oak)
from noon until 4 p.m. for two years
now. The clinic is staffed by health
care professional volunteers using a
31-foot bus and three garage style
tents. All services and supplies are
offered to patients for free thanks to
the generosity of community members and local businesses.
This clinic serves between 35 and 60
patients every week. OM is divided
into teams that support different
levels of patient care: triage, wound
care, security, intake, mental health,
social work, treatment, and prescribers. The city of Eugene supports OM
by providing a portable toilet and a
handwashing station every week free
of charge. The award represented
much needed encouragement for the
hard working volunteers at Occupy
Medical.
Photo
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GLOBAL WARMING

By the ESSN global warming committee
Many assume that global warming, the greatest challenge the planet faces, is caused by overpopulation. However, an August, 2012 study by Jose A. Tapia Granados,
Edward L. Ionides and Oscar Carpintero
in the journal Environmental Science & Policy found
that increased economic activity, rather than population
growth, caused the rise in the amount of carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere. Population numbers are rising fastest
among the world's poorest people who are responsible for
very little in the way of greenhouse gas emissions. Those
emissions in fact are rising fastest in affluent countries with
greater economic activity and consumption, but low population growth.
To address global warming it makes more sense to talk
about limiting the consumption and emission of greenhouse
gases in countries with a lot of economic activity, rather

than being distracted by overpopulation. Limiting carbon
emissions by encouraging people to consume less fossil fuels would make sense. Citizens Climate Lobby is proposing
a carbon tax that would give people the incentive to drive
less and live in smaller dwellings.
Even if overpopulation were a main cause of global
warming, focusing on it would not solve the problem. Little
time remains for addressing global warming, much less
time than it would take to reduce population growth enough
to make the difference.
Besides being ineffective as a solution for global warming, blaming overpopulation makes global scapegoats
of the poor people in high population growth countries,
opening the way to more kinds of oppression. For instance,
women of color have been the victims of forced sterilization. Population control proponents pushed Norplant (a
www.occupyeugenemedia.org

long-lasting contraceptive with unhealthy side effects) on
African American women and other women of color in poor
countries.
Even though it is not the main cause of overpopulation,
if we want to reduce population growth, the best way to do
it is through more social justice. Reducing the amount of
absolute poverty, providing better health care and education, preventing the malnourishment of pregnant women
and mothers and raising the status of women all help reduce
rates of infant mortality. (This worked, for instance, in
Castro’s Cuba.) Though it seems counterintuitive, reducing
infant mortality reduces population growth. When parents
expect some, maybe even most, of their children to die, they
have more children to ensure that some survive. This kind
of strategy has deep evolutionary roots common to many
species, not just humans.
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In Pursuit of Ambrose Holtham-Keathley
The Bodhisattva of Occupy Medical
By Catherine Siskron

Plaedo posted a message on Ambrose’s Facebook
wall that resonated with me: Ambrose Holtham-Keathley, you are a shining star in the dark skies of this
world. You inspire me in a way that few people do.
Have a happy bodhisattva birthday!!!
I’ve known Ambrose casually for a couple of
years now, mostly observing him as he works on
Sundays at Occupy Medical. He is a nursing student
and a medical worker, a certified nurse’s assistant.
On Sundays, at the Occupy Medical clinic, he works
in triage. He is part of a core team and reports to the
clinic every week without fail, which makes him
one of the most consistent members of the triage
team. I’ve been fascinated by his easy manner with
patients, his colorful smocks, his costumes and wigs,
his use of clown makeup. I’ve meant to interview
him for several months now, but he is always so busy
at Medical that I haven’t had the chance until I came
Photo by Barbara Shaw
across him in a very different set of circumstances.
On Jan. 23 Whoville residents and their advocates held a press conference at the
Whoville camp. Ambrose had moved to Whoville two months earlier and was one of the
residents busy fielding questions from reporters, a role he later said he didn’t relish much. I
approached him for an interview after the other reporters left. He was reluctant to talk about
himself. After briefly answering a few of my initial questions, he took advantage of a pause
I took to make some notes, and headed for the kitchen. I felt like a frustrated paparazzi following him across the camp and into the kitchen in pursuit of more information.
I had seen him at the camp last year when I stopped by during the December freeze

with a friend who brought donations to support the campers. Ambrose was fixing breakfast
on a butane stove in the camp’s makeshift kitchen. That morning, we only exchanged a few
words as he was getting ready to serve breakfast.
This time I noted that Ambrose not only had the stove set up and provisions organized,
he had also set up a dishwashing station with wash, disinfect, and rinse basins. He said he
moved to the camp because he saw “a basis for a family and a structure for a community to
provide rehabilitation services.” Ambrose sees the residents of Whoville as “deeply committed to the sanctuary and to each other.” “We have our own sense of neighborhood,” he
explains. “We clean up as a team, and cook for each other. It’s a very supportive community.” In fact, cleanup was in full swing. While Ambrose was doing the dishes, Carrie and
another resident were sorting the recycling.
To fill in the gaps left in my less than successful interview with Ambrose, I talked to
Ben Hunt, president of the Occupy Medical Board and Martin Champion, one of Occupy
Medical peacekeepers. “He provides great peacekeeping,” Martin noted. “He has put
himself in the middle multiple times to prevent harm.” Martin told me Ambrose was named
Head of Morale, because of his friendly disposition. “He always has a kind word for everyone and uses humour to lighten difficult situations.”
Ben, of the Gorilla Salon, concurs with Martin’s take on Ambrose. “Ambrose can bring
sunshine even on a cloudy day,” Benjamin Hunt says as he snips Terra’s bangs. “Which he
does,” he adds with a smile. ”He is like a cheerleader coming around to staff individually,
telling us how wonderful we are. He is uplifting and fun to work with. He is so positive.”
While at Whoville, Ambrose’s medical skills occasionally come into play; he is mostly
charged with being a contact for the church community. Of course, being the engaged loving soul that he is, he doesn’t limit himself to a single role. In addition to fixing communal
meals, I’ve seen him joining in to gather firewood and leading a warming dance on a frosty
morning. He is a bodhisattva in disguise, a bodhisattva who frequently hides behind a green
clown wig.

The Eugene Avant-Gardeners
By Karen Moore

Avant-Gardeners celebrate a job well done.

The Eugene Avant-Gardeners came together in December 2013 as a group of individuals who were seeking local
solutions to global problems including food security, food
scarcity, peak food, peak oil, corporate food control, lack
of collective infrastructure, environmental degradation and
economic inequality. Their solution? Local food production
via gardening.
The Eugene Avant-Gardeners aim to empower local
residents to transform private and community spaces into
gardens that produce food, plants, and natural medicines
(herbs and flowers) for the community, by the community. Essentially, the Avant-Gardeners seek to garden as
many spaces as possible. But the scope of their goals is not
limited to food production alone; it also encompasses much
larger aspirations, such as community building and sustainable land practices that contribute to a vibrant, diverse,
local ecosystem.
While building upon existing gardens and establishing
new ones, the Avant-Gardeners create and sustain relationships between diverse groups of people — from master gardeners and experienced permaculturists to those who have
never held a hand trowel or harvested a tomato before.
There is a place for everyone in the network. Not only
are tools, land, and resources shared, but also experience
and knowledge. Empowering the residents of Eugene (and
beyond) to regain control of their food supply will greatly
contribute to our community's resilience in the face of
a collapsing global agricultural business that is heavily
dependent upon dwindling fossil fuel supplies, dangerous
chemicals (including pesticides and chemical fertilizers),
and practices that erode and eventually destroy the soil
necessary for continued farming.
Building up community relationships and creating a collective infrastructure are also long-term goals of the group.
As Avant-Gardener Peter Grotticelli explains: “The lack of
a collective infrastructure forces almost everyone to rely
on government or other capitalist-owned infrastructure for
survival, so the Avant-Gardeners are helping to organize a
collective food infrastructure.

Food is one of the basic needs
and is easier to provide en masse than
other basic needs such as shelter or
medicine, so there is a great need to
focus on the beginning stages of collective infrastructure development.”
Not only does establishing a local food
supply help our community prepare
for the failures of Big Agriculture, it
will begin providing organic, nutritious food for the people of Eugene
this season.
And the Eugene Avant-Gardeners
hope to enjoy an extended, nearly
year-round harvest season. While
the harvest has not yet begun for this
year, the Avant-Gardeners are already
planning a distribution system for
Photo by Jennefer Harper
the fruits, vegetables, and medicinal
herbs they will produce. The general
principle is simple: to distribute the food harvested locally
to people in our community. While the exact details are
yet to be worked out, the excess vegetables (and any other
food that would otherwise be unused), will be collected and
redistributed to both individuals and families who desire
them (fellow gardeners, neighbors, volunteers, etc.) as well
as groups and organizations who provide food for the most
vulnerable in our community.
While our country has yet to experience a major food
shortage nationwide, access to safe, nutritious foods is an
issue already affecting many in our society, often those
most economically disadvantaged. Through providing food
for people, the Avant-Gardeners hope to bridge this nutritional gap and, in turn, begin to alleviate some of the issues
created by economic inequality as well.
The scope and scale of the gardens themselves are
likely to be as diverse as their members. Some examples of current garden sites include a private residence
(where a small orchard is being maintained and new
beds are being established), a large private greenhouse
(which will provide veggie starts for other sites), a
small garden on unused space owned by a non-profit,
and existing community gardens and organizations that
welcome the Avant-Gardeners at their work parties.
The format of each garden will change to meet the
needs of the site. People and businesses who would like
to see their land used to provide food for people are
encouraged to contact the Avant-Gardeners.
The Eugene Avant-Gardeners welcome new members. Established gardens and gardening groups are
also invited to plug into the network. Donations of all
kinds are accepted: tools, such as shovels, pitch forks,
rakes, wheelbarrows, and hand tools; equipment such
as tomato cages, hoses, plastic pots; vegetable starts,
seeds, soil, fertilizer, and compost; gloves, boots, and
rain gear. All will be utilized!
The group also requests storage space for supplies
and occasional vehicle (truck) support. They suggest
attending a work party or other event to find out more

about their community gardening network. Keep up with
the Avant-Gardeners’ website at tinyurl.com/avantgardeners
or follow them on Facebook.

Photo by Rebecca Brown
Yapsa (holding wheelbarrow) assists the Eugene AvantGardeners in blueberry placement at a garden site in the
River Road neighborhood.

Please continue to recycle this newsletter by passing it along to a friend.
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