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Post-Mortem of EPD Response to Brian Babb
By Jack Dresser

A Community Acts Together to Clean Up the River 
By Vickie NelsoN aND DaViD strahaN

On a sunny Saturday morning in late August, 34 commu-
nity members, both housed and unhoused, gathered to collect 
trash from the banks of the Willamette River, an activity 
planned by the newly organized River Group.

The River Group consists of local people across the in-
come spectrum all of whom want to see the river be healthier 
and better taken care of. “It doesn't take a house or a job to 
care about our waterways, wildlife and the future of water 
as drought becomes a reality,” says David Strahan, who 
spearheads the group. “Our goal is to engage residents of the 
riverbanks as our fellow citizens and part of the community 

that appre-
ciates the 
importance 
of a clean and 
healthy Willa-
mette River.”

The City 
loaned a 
truck to pick 
up the bags 
of garbage. 
According to an em-
ployee from the City 
of Eugene Parks and 
Open Spaces, nearly 
one ton of trash 
was prevented from 
going downstream 
by the River Group 
and its volunteers. 
That number did not 

include the bags of recycled bottles and cans, compostable material 
and clothing that was sorted out thanks to Michael Carrigan from 
CALC, Waste Free Oregon and dedicated volunteers willing to get 
their hands dirty.

The group gathered at 11 am and people were paired up, given 
EZ Reacher pickup tools, plastic gloves, buckets, and bags, and 
sent out to clean the banks of the Willamette from Maurie Jacobs 
Park to Campbell Community Center. People returned with litter 
ranging from socks to car tires.

The volunteers worked up a sweat climbing up and down the 

After Eugene police killed veteran Brian Babb through a 
clumsy and heavy-handed intervention while Babb was on the 
phone with his therapist, Chief Kerns assured us the EPD had now 
learned not to interrupt a conversation between a person in crisis 
and a mental health professional. They had also now learned, 
Kerns added, that combat veterans with PTSD may react badly 
to an armored military vehicle. What replaced ordinary 
common sense and sensitivity in this situation, and why? 
What is described below. We may learn more about 
why through the lawsuit the Babb family intends 
to pursue.

Militaristic thinking played a conspicuous 
role in Babb’s death. The EPD employed a 
rigidly militarized and entirely inappropriate re-
sponse, reflecting a disturbing nationwide trend 
that includes distribution of surplus U.S. military 
supplies to civilian police through the Pentagon’s 
1033 program. This practice comes dangerously 
close to violating the Posse Comitatus Act, which 
prohibits use of the federal military for civilian 
law enforcement and ended occupation of the former 
Confederacy in 1878.

Although Babb’s therapist Becky Higgins called to request an 
EPD “welfare check,” her call instead activated a confrontational, 
militarized response. In later police interviews and the police re-
port, Babb was identified repeatedly as the “suspect.” Police safety 
rather than Brian’s safety emerged as the compelling concern due 
to the two-story house from which Babb could shoot down at them 
and the “deep panhandle lot” police described as “terrible” from 

a “tactical stand-
point.” One officer 
stated, “It would 
be nice to come 
up on armor,” so 
they called in their 
Bearcat Armored 
Vehicle. A Bearcat is 
not a team mascot. 
It is an acronym for 
Ballistic Engineered 

Armored Response Counter Attack Truck, designed by its manu-
facturer for “law enforcement, military and homeland 

security operations.”
On-scene com-
mander McAl-
pine conferred 

by phone with a 
Special Weap-
ons and Tactics 
team com-

mander. After 
the shooting, 
he asked, 
“Who shot? 

Did the BAD 
GUY, did Brian 

shoot at us or 
did we shoot at him?” 
Speaking at a later press confer-

ence, former DA Alex Gardner 
described Babb as “the threat.” Never did their language 
recognize Babb as the person needing help. 

Inexcusably careless communication was a second factor. 
Sources of error in oral information transmission have been identi-
fied and studied for a half century. Communication distortions 
increase with situational ambiguity, elevated anxiety, and number 
of parties in the communication network. All these factors were 
present. Details from original messages were omitted, emotional 
elements were amplified, and messages warped to fit perceptual 
predispositions. Why weren’t these distortions anticipated and 
prevented?

Higgins reported to 911 that Babb had fired his gun into a ceil-
ing or wall. The police dispatcher reported that Babb may have shot 
into a window. The call taker quickly made the correction, but this 
correction never reached officers on site. McAlpine directed the 
dispatcher to direct Higgins to direct Babb to step outside unarmed. 
Higgins never got the message. Crisis negotiator Grose failed to 
maintain contact with Higgins to determine Babb’s state of mind 
before hailing him by loudspeaker to “come out” with “your hands 
up.” Careless communication demonstrates lack of care.

See Babb, p. 6

See Community, p. 6
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CSS leader Praise brings a load of garbage back to the sorting area.

David and Praise sort through a load of trash 
collected from the riverside
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We are a nonviolent, non-partisan, social-political movement for accountability and responsibility in government. We stand in solidarity with 
Occupy Movements around the globe and all people who will no longer sit back and watch corporate and special interests run their Government, 
and spoil the living Earth. For we, the people, are the government.

It is time to turn away from a culture of war and domination, and create a living economy which operates in harmony with our living planet. 
We must begin by opening our hearts to those the present system would discard and push into the shadows, because we believe that, in our United 
States, it’s we the people who are sovereign- not global corporations.

We have come together to create a community that expresses our common needs, to organize, network, and participate in solutions and to 
remind one another that, as a society, we have unfinished business in our pursuit of social and economic justice.

Note: This excerpt has been approved by the OE General Assembly. You can find Occupy Eugene’s complete vision statement at http://occupy-
eugene.net/vision.

Newsletter Staff
This issue of the  

Eugene Occupier is brought to 
you through the collaboration of 

Catherine Siskron, Christina Bellini, 
Jack Dresser, Graham Lewis, David 
Ivan Piccioni, Ralph Bitter, Vickie 
Nelson, and the many participants 
and committees of Occupy Eugene.

Reader Feedback  
& Comments: 

We welcome your comments, 
suggestions, and feedback, as 
well as content and financial con-
tributions for our newsletter. 
E-mail us at: newsletter@occu-
pyeugenemedia.org

Occupy Eugene

 www.occupyeugenemedia.org

Contact Occupy Eugene
541-525-0130

P.O. Box 744, Eugene, OR 97402
www.occupyeugenemedia.org

Web site: http://occupyeugenemedia.org/ 
Provides information about activities and upcoming 
events.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/375775672475381/ Used by our communi-
cations committee to promote actions and other 
events.

Twitter: @occupyeugene
Occupy Medical blog: http://occupymedics.

wordpress.com/
Occupy Medical on Facebook: https://

www.facebook.com/groups/434111789971743/

Occupy Eugene on the Web

Flood the System is a call from Rising Tide North America for escalating actions this 
fall on climate and justice, a call to stand in the way of systems and institutions that do not 
serve people or the planet, and to highlight alternatives that do. A loose coalition of indi-
viduals and organizations has started meeting to plan actions in and around Eugene.

The first meeting was mostly about introducing ourselves to each other and getting an 
idea about what Flood the System is. At the second meeting on Sept 17 we began figuring 
out how we want to work together, and explored particular trainings and campaigns/actions 
to take on. In Rising Tide's terminology, this group is becoming our "local action council."

Anyone can organize actions using the #FloodTheSystem tag, and such actions can 
include everything from your usual rally or protest, to more creative direct actions, includ-
ing some that will involve civil disobedience. Keep an eye out for single, smaller "rapid ac-
tions" this fall, and at least one larger "flood action" coordinated with other groups around 
Oregon and even across the country! Better yet, come join us in planning and carrying out 
these actions! To find out about meeting times/places, see our Facebook group at http://bit.
ly/FTSeugene or our Google Group at http://bit.ly/FTSeugeneMail. You can also contact 
John Abbe at johnca@ourpla.net or Marcos Titus at marcostitus96@gmail.com

Flood the System
By JohN aBBe

In July 2014, the Occupy Eugene Media Group (OEMG) received a grant from the Uni-
versity of Oregon Wayne Morse Center to create a project called the Community Solutions 
Media Library. After a full year of working diligently on the archive of photos, videos, and 
podcasts — it is now finally available! You can find it on the Occupy Eugene website at 
www.occupyeugenemedia.org or go directly to the Library page at http://occupyeugeneme-
dia.org/mediagroup/community-solutions-media/. 

The library is a table of contents full of media. We have more work to do but you can 
find a considerable amount of media there, beginning with Rob Sydor’s photos of Occupy 
Eugene’s first General Assembly on September 29, 2011 and going all the way to our cur-
rent efforts with Eugene’s Avant Gardeners, the Ninth Ward Protest Camp, and the various 
sanctioned camps now operating. Twenty producers have contributed so far with more to 
come.

We will be continuing to add media to the library and we hope that anyone who has 
relevant photos or videos will share them with the library also. You can put your photos on 
our Occupy Eugene Photos Facebook page, email Jana at occupyall1@gmail.com or call 
541-606-2025 for more information.

Please comment on the library pages, so that we can all become a part of the library’s 
narrative — describing the Occupation in Eugene and all the good work that it has inspired. 
We hope for the library to be a platform for Occupiers to share media about their efforts 
and a place where others can find out about our good work easily. Please feel free to make 
a donation to Occupy Eugene or our media group. Anything helps and we promise to use it 
for good. We also encourage you to volunteer your time. We greatly appreciate any offer to 
help with recording, editing, or data input. We have a computer for use as well as camera 
equipment, thanks to the Wayne Morse Project Grant!

Please email Jana corrections if you spot a mistake in the library.

Occupy Media Releases  
the Community Solutions Media Library
By JaNa thrift

About a dozen Eugenians gathered next to the Amtrak station on July 6, the second anniver-
sary of the deadly fracked oil train derailment and explosion in Lac-Mégantic, Québec. The 
names of the 47 people who died were read, and a bell tolled for each as the group stood 
in silence. The same kind of oil trains regularly run through the heart of Eugene, and the 
half-mile "blast zone" extends down to Broadway. This is just one of the more tangible risks 
associated with our foolish fossil fuel economy.

Vigil for Lac-Mégantic Oil 
Train Disaster 

Photo by sasha tuckey

Activists Rally  
against LNG Project 

Over 200 activists showed up in North 
Bend’s Ferry Park on Sept 26. We came to 
protest the proposed 232-mile Pacific Con-
nector Pipeline and Jordan Cove Energy 
Project, a liquefied natural gas terminal that 
has been proposed for a spit of land in Coos 
Bay. We’re talking fracked methane gas for 
export to Asia. We’re talking using eminent 
domain to seize private land for the profit of 
Veresen, a Canadian corporation, and Wil-
liams, a pipeline builder with a less than 
stellar record of safety. We’re talking building 
a LNG terminal in an earthquake subduction 
and tsunami zone. We’re talking destroying 
the commercial oyster beds and disrupting the 
local fishing industry. We’re talking a project 
that was rejected by California, Washington, 
and British Columbia. What’s not to love?

The local community and affected land-
owners were joined by people from all over 
the state who came to support them in the 
fight to stop this project. It was also the culmi-
nation of Hike the Pipe, a five-week, 319-mile 
trek along the route of the pipeline, under-
taken by a group of hikers to raise awareness 
about the danger of this project. 

Speakers at the rally included members 
of the Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw, threatened landown-
ers, community members, and environmentalists; people with deep roots in the area and a 
fierce love of the land. They talked about damage to the environment caused by a pipeline 
which would cross 400 streams and rivers. They talked about damage to a small commu-
nity caused by proposed “man camps” which would house thousands of transient workers 
brought in to build the pipeline and terminal. They talked about damage to our atmosphere 
caused by greenhouse gas emissions, saying that if this project is built, it will be the largest 
source of GHG emissions after the slated closure of the Boardman Coal Plant.

Also among the speakers was Julian Bell, MD, from Ashland, who is running for gov-
ernor in the Democrat primary on an environmental platform. Julian said that he opposes 
the LNG proposal and that Oregon needs to be developing sustainable renewable energy 
projects. This is in contrast to Governor Kate Brown who has the authority to stop this 
LNG proposal, but has so far refused to take a stand.

Following the rally activists marched onto the bridge spanning Coos Bay, met up with 
a flotilla of 15 kayaks, canoes and a paddle board on the bay, and cheered the Hike the Pipe 
hikers as they completed their walk to the proposed terminal site.

We ended the day back in Ferry Park, eating fresh oysters from Coos Bay. We talked 
about how Governor Brown, visiting the area a couple of weeks ago, talked about this place 
as a gem. We want her to know that we agree, and it’s time for her to stand up for Oregon 
and against the fossil fuel special interests.

By lee DeVeau

Photo by MichaeL carrigan
Activists met up with the Fracked Gas Gob-
lin near Coos Bay.
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Opinion

Most of Us Are Travelers
By aDele BerliNski

Mayor Kitty Piercy’s recent comments about travelers vs. residents in downtown Eu-
gene led me to research some recent U.S. Census statistics. The 2010 Census revealed that 
about 45% of the people who live in Oregon were born here. The remaining 55% — myself 
included — come from somewhere else. As we talk about how to help people on the streets, 
let’s not forget that most of us are “travelers” who decided to remain here for jobs, educa-
tion, or the exquisite beauty of Oregon, and not use labels to decide who deserves a hand.

Occupy Interfaith  
Continues to Work  
for Social Justice
DiaNe coNraD, occupy iNterfaith chair

Occupy Interfaith continues to meet monthly with a focus on homelessness, 
environment, health care, and democracy. Eight churches are represented. 

Concerning homelessness, several members work with Opportunity Village, 
River Group, THRIVE Eugene, Community Supported Shelters, A Community 
Together, and OURS. 

For the environment, several members work with the organization “350.” Con-
cerning health care, several members work with Health Care For All. 

Concerning democracy, several members work with Community Rights Lane 
County, and work for a constitutional amendment to change the Supreme Court’s 
decision that gives rights to corporations as people and money as speech. 

We meet the second Sunday of each month in the Unitarian Universalist 
Church at 1685 W13th Avenue (corner of Chambers), 1:30-3:30 pm, room 6. 

As long as inequities exist in our social, legal, political and economic institu-
tions, the Occupy Movement must be on-going. We welcome all to join our efforts 
for equity and justice in all things. Please visit us on occupyinterfaitheugenespring-
field.com or contact us at occupyinterfaith@gmail.com

Show up at the camps or OVE and talk to the residents. A friendly visit 
boosts morale.

Bring a donation of food that doesn’t need a lot of preparation, such as ra-
men, peanut butter, cheese, bread, and fruit. Or bring a hot ready-to-eat casserole 
or a pot of stew or chile.

Donate items to help people get through a cold winter day: socks, boots, 
gloves, and hand warmers.  

In Addition, the following gear is on the campers’ most wanted list: tarps, 
tents, lanterns and lights (LED or battery), propane canisters, batteries, pallets, 
and backpacks

If you have a few hours to contribute, consider volunteering. Opportunity 
Village, (541) 606-4455, needs people to help the residents staff the gate and do 
other jobs. Community Supported Shelters, the builders of the Conestoga huts, 
541-683-0836, hold a build party every month. And Egan Warming Centers, 
(541) 689-6747, need trained volunteers every night they are open.

How You Can Help

When in my youth I left virginity behind me, there was an unwanted consequence: 
pregnancy. I wanted an end to this ominous problem. My partner knew this could be her 
only chance for having a baby because as a diabetic late pregnancies are harder to com-
plete. But together we came to the conclusion that since I didn't want to be a father and we 
were both young it would be best to find an abortion provider.

A Protestant member of the clergy steeled our resolve with a story he often told when 
speaking publicly. He recounted how he was once called to attend to a young woman who 
was dying after trying to end her pregnancy with a broken bottle. He said that from that day 
on, he changed his view on abortion. He became an advocate for women's dominion over 

their own bodies.
Walking towards the door of the clinic, my girlfriend and I were accosted by an anti-

abortion fundamentalist who told us that often the regret comes at a later time in life. 
Although it gave me pause, we still went through with the procedure. I am now 46 years 
old and have never had children. Given that the world grows at about 1.1 % per year and 
resource use on a finite planet as well as economic and population increase is unsustain-
able, I am happy with our choice. Recently I talked to my ex; she is happily married and 
has two very wanted children. All is well.

Restoring the Excitement of Revolution
 By Jerry Brule

I remember the heady early days of Occupy Eugene. We had 2,000 people come out 
in the street to protest the inequality in the nation. Those were exciting days and we all 
believed we could change the world. Occupy has accomplished some amazing things. The 
most important achievement was educating the public about the enormous income inequal-
ity in the nation. While Occupy was not able to do much about the excesses of Wall Street, 
it was able to alleviate some of the suffering of the homeless with projects like Opportu-
nity Village and Occupy Medical and it is still working and spreading the word in Occupy 
Interfaith.

When I was active in the vision committee of Occupy we worked to consolidate all 
of the things we wanted to accomplish in a single sheet. Next would come a simple set of 
goals and then tactics to achieve those goals. Somewhere along the way we got bogged 
down with a rambling vision statement that says the occupation is the message. We felt that 
the only way to bring about change was to protest. But people grew tired of protest and 

frustrated that it accomplished little. We lost that sense of excitement.
There were many idealistic things that we wanted to accomplish, reclaiming our democ-

racy from corporate rule, getting money out of politics, reducing inequality, providing jobs 
and a living wage, a fair and progressive tax system, single payer health care, protection 
of the environment, justice for women and minorities, and peace. Occupy was unable to 
accomplish any of those things, but now we have a champion, Bernie Sanders, who is fight-
ing for those goals, and there is a clear and possible path to achieving them.

During Occupy’s hey day we got excited about having a couple of hundred people 
join us for a march. Now the 16,000 people who listened to Bernie in Portland, are joining 
together to fight for the same goals. Now the excitement is back. Join the Bernie Sanders 
revolution and help change the world. Come to our weekly Bernie Sanders Meetings. Email 
for locations and times at: LaneCountyForBernieSanders@gmail.com or contact us on 
facebook: www.facebook.com/laneforberniesanders2016

A Metamorphosis: How I Became an Environmental Activist 
By DaViD iVaN piccioNi

LSD transformed me into a environmentalist the day 
I took two very pure doses of this medicine. It happened 
during a period in my life when as an overworked chem-
istry student I pondered my own mortality. At one of the 
parks near campus an awareness of the interconnectedness 
between all life forms and our habitat seemed to happen 
throughout my entire nervous system. After leaving my 
bicycle under a tree, I climbed onto a low hanging branch. 
When a rabbit came out of the bushes below the sight 
triggered a change in me, a brand new way to look at the 
world, like that of a newborn baby.

Experiences like this are common, reported often in 

magazines and websites that document this type of “trip-
ping.” The journal MAPS ( Multidisciplinary Association 
for Psychedelic Studies) has many accounts similar to mine, 
as do books by Stanislav Grof, Sasha Shulgin and many 
other physicians and scientists.

I think environmental work and efforts to end the war 
on drugs can and should be done simultaneously. Casualties 
of this battle are entheogens, or rather their users. Entheo-
gens are the many kinds of substances that can dissolve the 
invisible barrier between ourselves and the world. The one-
ness of humanity, nature and God is the insight most needed 
for our age. It's pathological to differentiate this trinity; to 

see each as distinct from the others.
The invisible, intangible barrier which affects all of our 

relations is the mythical tree of good and evil. From it all 
duality and separateness arose. Even though this fable was 
created by religious figures to illustrate a timeless separa-
tion phenomenon, it is most useful when seen in a unifying 
context: originally all existed in blissful unity until indi-
viduality came into play. Yes, we are all unique but more 
important than our differences are our similarities. That 
which is common to all sentient beings, life and ultimately 
all that exists is the most sought after “alchemical gold” or 
philosopher's stone.

Choice: the Acceptance of Responsibility 
By DaViD iVaN piccioNi

While the American public has been watching police 
murder African-Americans with impunity, Mexicans have 
had a struggle of their own since Sept 26, 2014. We heard 
the cries of the 43 disappeared Mexican students parents: 
“Vivos se los llevaron, vivos los queremos!” Its transla-
tion is “alive they took them, alive is how we want them 
back!” This is a disturbing consequence of our intervention-
ist foreign policy, in this case the militarization of Mexico 
under the guise of fighting the “war on drugs.” Its pretense 
to protect the American and worldwide population from 
something people willingly want is ludicrous; in actuality, 

the Mexican military and federal police prevent students 
and activists from organizing themselves against murders, 
rapes and extortion.

The presumably kidnapped students are teachers in 
training in “las escuelas normales” — “normal schools” 
where normal refers to schools that train future teachers. 

The parents of many of these children recently came to 
the U.S. to demand a stop to weapons, billions of dollars 
and police-state training delivered to Mexico whose gov-
ernment the U.S. has effectively co-opted. Strengthening 
brutal military rulers corrupted by drug cartels and “greas-

ing the palms” of corporations, banks and other complicit 
elite ensure that the tremendous systemic violence and en-
forced disappearances keep quiet the demands of the poor, 
Mexico's majority.

Meanwhile, in the White House, Obama keeps pre-
tending to hear the people while he cozies up to Mexican 
president Pena Nieto whose murderous agenda to keep his 
citizens poor, terrorized and ignorant, with little access to 
education, seems to have prevailed for the moment.

U.S.-Mexican Sanctioned Enforced Disappearances
By DaViD iVaN piccioNi



It is raining. The new lights installed in Kesey Square 
keep it brightly lit all night and seem to deter people from 
gathering there after dark, regardless of whether it is raining 
or not. I am told there are also security cameras installed.

But tonight there are very few people downtown; I 

walk through Park Blocks and see one woman sleeping 
on a bench, without a blanket, a bicycle beside her. A few 
people are huddled in doorways. I notice that the down-
town port-a-potties seem to always be occupied. I wonder 
if people choose to sleep there, choosing to pay the price 
of smell and lack of sanitation for the luxury of safety 
from the rain and a minimum of warmth. I am guessing 
that most of the unsheltered are by the river. Seems like a 
terrible night for it.

3:30 a.m.
By art BollmaN

Things are worse for the unsheltered now than I can ever 
remember. I cannot help but think of the silence of Kitty 
Piercy and the city council on Monday’s meeting. I can-
not help but think of the way that Jon Ruiz and Pete Kerns 
frequently claim to be Christians in order to try to gain the 
trust of activists. I sometimes hope their religion is true, and 
that they will spend time in purgatory for what they do to 
the poor and unsheltered every day and night.But I am more 
concerned with the purgatory I see on nights like this.
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Citizens to City Council:
Lift the Ban — Let Them Sleep 
By Vickie NelsoN

People had so much on their minds that it was standing room only at the City Council 
public forum on Sept 14. Several people spoke on such issues as a downtown smoking ban, 
safer crosswalks, and zoning changes for the South Willamette Street area, but by far, the 
majority of the 67 people who signed up for their two minutes to speak, were there to let 
the councilors know they want an end to the camping ban, and they want police to let sleep-
ing people sleep. 

Many people brought up the recent statement of interest by the Department of Justice, 
which says among other things: “It should be uncontroversial that punishing conduct that 
is a universal and unavoidable consequence of being human violates the Eighth Amend-
ment . . . Sleeping is a life-sustaining activity — that is, it must occur at some time in 
some place.”

Some speakers spoke dramatically, such as Jean Stacy, who asked, “Are you going to 
continue to play the ugly role of Gov. George Wallace and defy the courts and the Consti-
tution?” Others made their points with a more restrained passion, like Chris Bellini who 
quietly told the council, “I really would like to ask you to stop harassing people who are 
just trying to sleep, just trying to survive.”

Two days after the City Council meeting, the Register Guard ran an editorial that said of 
the activists, “They offered emotional and political arguments, both of which the council can 
choose to ignore. They also made a legal argument, one that may not be easily set aside.”

Meanwhile, in Portland Mayor Charlie Hales announced a state of emergency for hous-
ing and homelessness and in Los Angeles the City Council declared a state of emergency 
on homelessness and asked for $100 million to help address the growing crisis. Two west 
coast cities are ready to act. So how about it, Eugene?Activists held a rally on the Wayne Morse Free Speech Plaza  

before the city council meeting.

Signs help move the 
activists’ message:  
“Let them sleep.”

Photos by shanaLea forres

“When adequate shelter space does not exist, there is no meaningful distinction between the status of being homeless and the conduct of sleeping in public . . .  
If a person literally has nowhere else to go, then enforcement of the anti-camping ordinance against that person criminalizes her for being homeless.”

 — Dept of Justice

Did EPD really need all these vehicles? Photos by Jana thrift

EPD Brings Down Huge Force on a Tiny Camp
By Vickie NelsoN

An outrageous show of force by the Eugene Police took place on Saturday, Aug 29, at 
the OURS (Occupy the Universal Right to Sleep) camp. While the camp leaders were a 
couple of miles away at a River Cleanup, 15 vehicles carrying approximately 30 paid pub-
lic servants descended on the camp, which at that time was just off the Northwest Express-
way at North Park. 

Among the eight or so people left in camp were two older men, one a veteran; a 
couple of young women; one person in a leg brace, and two or three people suffering 
from PTSD. 

Strangely, Chief Pete Kerns and other officers had visited the camp the night before and 
knew that the campers, who had been chased from one site to another over 30 times this 
summer, planned to move Sunday morning. 

So why was this show of force necessary? As Kristen Brandt, one of OURS leaders 
said, “What a waste! We were fully ready to move tomorrow morning but they had to show 
us who’s boss.” 

This oddly phrased statement from the EPD poses more questions than it answers: 
It’s important to know that Prohibited Camping is not a crime. Violators cannot be 

arrested for that offense alone. Now that the property has been closed to the public, 
the next step in the process is the posting of No Trespassing signs and the posting and 
distribution of a notice to the campers that the site is now closed and that the site will 
be cleaned and cleared after 24 hours has elapsed. That occurred. The notice informed 
the campers that during clean-up all campsites will be cleared and individuals refusing 
to leave the site will be arrested for trespass. In accordance with state statute, simulta-
neous with our posting of the site, we will be notified (sic) social service agencies of the 
campsite closure. 

What does the above mean? As a Facebook user asked, “Are they saying Prohibited 
Camping is not a crime, but if you don’t leave, then it is a crime? So they can say they are 
not ‘criminalizing’ homelessness or sleeping because you have a chance to move on?” 

Whatever the reason for show of force, an ordinary person seeing 15 vehicles and 30 
people including many uniformed officers surrounding a homeless camp might reasonably 
start wondering what terrible crime just occurred. Was someone killed? Were hostages be-
ing held? 

Could creating fear of the unhoused have been the aim of the official visit all along? 
Possibly, because later that weekend on KVAL, Lt Doug Mozan was shown talking 

about “an enforcement action where folks have a campsite that has all kinds of durable 
goods and things they can use as weapons.” It seems he wants the public to think of the 
unhoused people in the camp as armed and dangerous 

These days police do not have time to respond to reports of stolen cars or bikes. People 
go to the police station and file their own reports. We accept this. The police are over-
worked, and a stolen bike is pretty small potatoes. 

But how big a deal is a small band of exhausted campers, who have already agreed to 
move in under 24 hours. Personally, I don’t want my taxes to go toward bringing a huge 
number of vehicles and public servants on overtime to an unnecessary eviction of a handful 
of tired campers. Whatever the reason was behind the strangely overwhelming force that 
showed up at the camp on Saturday — to create in the public the fear that the unhoused are 
dangerous or simply to demonstrate EPD’s ability to bully — it cost a lot of money that 
could be much better spent. Let Chief Kerns, your city councilor, Mayor Piercy, and the 
City Manager know if you would rather the EPD not waste Eugene’s money bullying the 
unhoused.

Several cops at the OURS camp stand near an unhappy camper.
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Housing is a Human Right
By Jack Dresser

Sixty-seven years ago, soon after the devastation of 
World War II, the United Nations established the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. It recognized that justice, 
equality before law, and reasonable sharing of resources 
were necessary preconditions for peace among peoples. 

Rights by definition are unconditional, not withheld 
until earned or deserved but provided to all within a society. 
Article 25(1) of the UDHR states, “Everyone has the right 
to a standard of living for himself and his family, includ-
ing adequate food, clothing, housing and medical care...” 
In 1976, this principle was reaffirmed in the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Article 
11(1). Eugene claims itself to be a “human rights city.” 
Let’s see how it measures up.  

Homelessness is an artifact of capitalism, which inher-
ently produces inequalities. In socialist Cuba by contrast, 
despite decades of economic crippling under U.S. embargo, 
housing has always been recognized as a responsibility 
of government. In socialist Libya before we destroyed 
the country, where the Qaddafi government used its oil 
revenues to provide its people with the highest standard of 
living in Africa, this included universal housing as well as 
free electricity and water. Qaddafi also considered water a 
human right. 

A human rights policy basis differs markedly from 
the standard, graduated rescue approach, which identi-
fies multiple problems unhoused people must solve before 
they can become settled. They must first prove themselves 
worthy. But even in capitalist America, in which receiving 
something for nothing is anathema unless it is inherited 
wealth, some political jurisdictions eliminate homelessness 
by providing housing. The rationale is pragmatic without 
enshrining this as a right. It saves money.

Solving a problem requires clear-headed analysis rather 
than judgmental assumptions. Nationally, 85% of the 
homeless are temporary, who once stabilized can move on. 
Despite our mayor’s declaration that homeless “loiterers” 
are “travelers,” 90% are local, not transient. Half are fami-
lies and 30% are children. Most chronically homeless grew 
up in abusive or disadvantaged families without equality of 
opportunity. Their life expectancy is 48, comparable with 
Afghanistan and Nigeria. Do they deserve to be simply 
discarded? Some cities think not.

The all-out commitment of Salt Lake City has made it 
the Housing First poster city, but it is not alone. In 1992, 
NYU psychologist Sam Tsemberis founded Pathways to 
Housing, which provided apartments to 242 chronically 
homeless individuals. They could drink, use drugs, or 
remain otherwise dysfunctional as long as they didn’t hurt 
or bother anyone else. This approach has been replicated 
in several U.S. cities and is similar to the approach of Dr. 
Gabor Maté in Vancouver, BC

An early study of 4,679 New York City homeless 
people with severe mental illness found that each cost an 
average of $40,449 a year unhoused, and that a support-
ive housing alternative produced an average savings of 
$16,282 each. Other cities such as Seattle, San Francisco, 
Minneapolis, Phoenix, Charlotte and Portland, Maine, as 
well as states like Rhode Island and Illinois, report similar 

results. The Interagency Council 
on Homelessness reports costs 
between $30,000 and $50,000 
per unhoused person per year, 
with cost savings of about 40% 
from Housing First programs. 
And sometimes more. Denver 
found that costs declined 75% 
for people in Housing First, from 
$44,000 to $11,000.

 In the Utah experiment, 
Housing First residents were 
provided rehab, detox and/or 
medical care if they requested it. 
After five years, 88 percent were 
still in their apartments, and the 
estimated annual cost to taxpay-
ers for each chronically home-
less person went from $20,000 
to $8,000. This cost included 
wraparound case managers for 
every 15 residents and counselors 
as needed. The program reports 
a 91% reduction in chronic 
homelessness, from 1932 in 2005 
to 178 in 2015, with all those 
remaining identified in a data 
tracking system that records all 
service contracts from govern-
ment or nonprofit agencies.

Utah has created 2,200 units in 
the past decade for rapid transi-
tional rehousing and permanent 
housing for the chronic homeless using federal low-income 
housing tax credits for 90 percent of the construction. Sub-
sequent costs to residents are assisted by Section 8 vouchers. 
Most of Salt Lake’s supportive housing units are located 
away from high-risk-of-relapse areas with attractive archi-
tecture, landscaping and interiors. In one typical complex, 
each one-bedroom unit has a full kitchen, pine furniture, a 
comfortable reclining chair and a television. The hallways 
have skylights, and there are pink roses and locust trees in 
front and basketball and volleyball courts in back. 

Nationwide, the Urban Institute reports only 29 af-
fordable units available for every 100 very low income 
households. With the predicted effects of climate overheat-
ing including economic disruptions and population disloca-
tions, this will only get worse. But rather than rising to the 
challenge, Eugene requires its homeless citizens to squabble 
with the city for a temporary patch of dirt to pitch a tent.

As in many other areas of public responsibility, the U.S. 
functions well below international standards. A survey of 
187 cities by the Law Center found not only neglect but 
widespread criminalization of homelessness. About half 
specify public areas where camping is illegal, and a quarter 
criminalize sleeping in specified public places. Putatively 
progressive Eugene falls into both categories. 

Several Supreme Court decisions have established a 
legal distinction between acts and “status” (e.g., conditions 

such as mental illness, addiction and homelessness). Acts 
can be criminalized but status cannot. Since homeless-
ness is a status, ordinances criminalizing the unhoused for 
the necessary human function of sleeping in public when 
private shelter is unavailable violate the 8th Amendment 
of the Constitution prohibiting cruel and unusual punish-
ment. On August 6, an amicus curiae brief was filed by the 
U.S. Department of Justice advising a Boise court to adopt 
the analysis of Jones v. City of Los Angeles in 2006, which 
declared public sleeping permissible when no shelter beds 
are available.  

ShelterCare in Eugene does provide a Housing First 
program with 28 units supplying some 100 beds for 
unhoused people suffering from brain injury and chronic 
mental illness. But in 2012 social service agencies esti-
mated there were over 10,000 homeless in Lane County 
receiving services during the year with a one-night count 
of 1,750.  Eugene, Lane County and ODOT circumvent the 
8th Amendment by repeatedly denying homeless people 
the right to camp/sleep in public, not in general but just 
wherever they happen to be because “clean-up” there has 
been scheduled. 

We are herding our homeless about like cattle with the 
police our border collies. This continuous harassment under 
color of authority arguably penalizes the status of homeless-
ness, violating the 8th Amendment. Has Eugene earned its 
self-description as a “human rights city”

Scott Nowlin, 60, was homeless for 20 years before he was given a home as part of 
Utah’s Housing First program.

Photo courtesy of Mother Jones

“When adequate shelter space does not exist, there is no meaningful distinction between the status of being homeless and the conduct of sleeping in public . . .  
If a person literally has nowhere else to go, then enforcement of the anti-camping ordinance against that person criminalizes her for being homeless.”

 — Dept of Justice

“There is no question that panhandling and solicitation 
of charitable contributions are protected speech.” 
 — 4th Circuit Court of Appeals, 2015

Panhandling is legal under the Constitution as a form 
of free speech. It is not an expression of laziness or a re-
fusal to work, nor is it necessarily a sign of dependence on 
alcohol and drugs. Although some studies done have been 
done, we’d need to perform more systematic research on 
those who are panhandling and why, to reach any firm 
conclusions. Lacking that research, we might instead en-
tertain the possibility that people panhandle because they 
need some cash to be able to purchase items that ease their 
survival on the streets. It could be a sandwich, or coffee, 
or aspirin, or feminine hygiene products, or dog food, or 
a co-pay on a prescription drug. We can’t know without 
asking. Panhandling in and of itself is not a bad thing and 
certainly not a crime when done politely and within the 
rules of law.

Sometimes we hear the argument that it is better to give 
to social service agencies than to panhandlers. We need to 
realize this type of giving cuts people off from access to 
cash they may immediately need to help them live on the 

Photo by DaViD strahan

These posters were distributed around town by the Homeless 
Outreach Team, a group that wants to stop panhandling.

Panhandling is a Form of Free Speech
By keN NeuBeck

streets. It also assumes that all services provided by these 
agencies are offered humanely and with respect for those in 
need, which in some cases is apparently not true. The cam-
paign against panhandling ignores the impact of its message 
on all people who are impoverished and homeless, most 
of whom are not panhandling, which is that they cannot 
be trusted and will abuse charitable donations to the point 
where it is better to give directly to social service agencies. 
This demonizes an entire impoverished population unfairly 
and reinforces stereotypes about the irresponsibility and 
preference for dependency among the poor.

We’ve seen efforts in Eugene to empower people by 
offering them opportunities to write for a newspaper, to 
provide them with some income and self-respect through 
becoming salespersons of the paper, and in general to giv-
ing them roles in the community that generate inclusion and 
respect. I dislike the public campaign against panhandling 
because it is a damaged message that does not garner sup-
port for people who are poor and unhoused and for whom 
standing on a street corner flying a sign is an embarrass-
ing effort to have at least some small source of legal cash 
income.
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Gay Marriage:  
A Sacred Wow for All
By chris Barghout 

Marriage? Yuck!! Not for me. Marriage was one of many “privileges” I could be spared 
by choosing the who, the how, and the rules of how I would govern my life’s most impor-
tant relationship. If I wanted to take a sacred vow with my life partner, I didn’t need an 

official stamp of approval. 
I was the kind of person 
who made personal agree-
ments, and I was one who 
kept the agreements I 
entered into. I considered 
myself emancipated from 
the need for religious 
and societal blessing and 
approval for my deep-
est personal attachments. 
Heck, it took many years 
and hundreds of thousands 
of deaths before a U.S. 
president could utter the 
word AIDS, and most 
politicians who supported 
gay rights did so after 
making a simple calcula-

tion as to how many votes they could gain or lose. I had better things to do with my ener-
gies than go down on bended knee in front of Hetero Power begging for equality and basic 
human rights.

So of course, I was asked to write this piece from my perspective as a happily married 
middle aged gay man. Did I change, or did society, or did both? What did this change have 
to say about me, about our culture, and quite critically about a community’s ability to adapt 
and grow? 

For my case, I’ve learned that we all exist in a relational sense to each other, in all 
places, in all times. It is not new age mumbo-jumbo that puts a grin on my face all the time 
and allows aggressive people to walk all over me without a cost, expecting me to sacrifice 
integrity, identity, and honest feelings. Equal marriage rights mean unconditional inclusion, 
a recognition that our common sense of accountability, of justice — and yes, of having fun 
with one another — doesn’t exist in a void. To know love is to know that it thrives in many 
forms. 

Those who argue that there is only one way of loving and that it must be legally sanc-
tioned and prescribed are limiting themselves in experiencing the power and breadth of 
a loving commitment. To say love is a byproduct of which parts of people go into which 
other parts infantilizes both the GLBT and the straight communities.

For straight society, our inclusion in this basic institution enlarges the circle of those 
who belong and the celebration of those who make different adult choices. More people 
are open to who they are and what they can be. Truths are revealed as more people and 
families get to know their true selves and not just the facades we create for the world. As 
gay lives matter more, so do those of Blacks, Iraqis, Palestinians, and our Latin American 
neighbors. The range of people whose love is celebrated helps create beloved community. 
Together we are stronger for creating the power needed to implement changes for equitable 
human relations and a fair and more broadly empowered populace.

The equal humanity validated by the Supreme Court decision is not just for me and 
others in the GLBT community. It is a testament to our common will to make the changes 
necessary to advance a collective community that welcomes all as worthy.

Chris Barghout is a Palestinian co-director of Al-Nakba Awareness Project who repre-
sents the project in Portland and is a former media director of the American-Arab Anti-
Discrimination Committee in Oregon.

Photo courtesy of chris barghout

Chris (left) and Michael Hawke on their wedding day.

How many times have you heard someone say that U.S. workers can’t compete with 
Chinese workers because Chinese workers earn only a dollar or two an hour? Let’s ques-
tion that assumption and look at some facts. 

First, while it is true that the wages paid to a worker in China or India are about 1/10 
the wages paid to a worker in the U.S., that fact does not paint a complete picture about 
the costs of producing items offshore. The productivity of the workers in those countries 
is only 1/6-1/10 of the productivity of the workers in the U.S. For instance in a case cited 
by the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, moving production to Mexico in the period 
1996-2000 resulted in production cost savings of only 40%. Given that the labor cost as a 
fraction of the final retail price of a typical shirt made in the U.S. or Mexico is only 3-6% 
of the final retail price, it seems likely that a firm can remain competitive in the market-
place while keeping production located in the U.S.

All anticipated cost savings combined (labor, dumping waste directly in a river instead 
of transporting it to a toxic waste dump, tax breaks, and free money giveaways by the host 
countries) are often not enough to make the production of goods offshore more profitable 
than production of the same goods within the U.S. Often several competing firms will 
relocate production to the same offshore area. This “herd mentality” has the unintended 
consequence of driving up wages in the local labor market, wiping out the potential 40% 
reduction in production costs cited in the 1996 Mexico example. 

Other factors beyond labor and environmental regulations are the infrastructure sur-
rounding the production plant, the months it takes to get products to market on a journey 
across the ocean, and transportation costs. Some firms are now choosing to relocate pro-
duction back to the U.S. — often because the wages of production workers in the U.S. have 
been driven down. But other times it is a matter of wanting to locate the production plant 
near the Research and Development facilities of the company. 

Realizing that labor cost is only 3%-6% of the retail price of a product and that workers 
in the U.S. are more productive, I decided to interview a few of the vendors at the Saturday 
Market in downtown Eugene. The people who make jewelry and crafts by hand for the 

Saturday Market report that they are not able to earn a decent living wage with this work. 
However, a couple of cases, including my own experience, suggest that earning at least 
minimum wage selling your own artwork is possible if it is reproduced by machine as a 
print or sticker. 

How does the fact that offshore production is often not more profitable fit into the 
puzzle of the workings of the Military Industrial Complex. Why does it make sense to 
source critical parts for U.S. weapons systems from China if you often can't make more 
money by doing so? 

The retail pricing of fair trade items also deserves a skeptical review. People are will-
ing to pay up to 125% of an item’s ordinary market value to be sure that it has not been 
produced in a sweatshop but it seems unreasonable for sellers of fair trade crafts to jack up 
their prices 200-300% unless the actual production costs and marketplace demand assure 
the benefits go to the workers and not the distributors and retailers. If fair trade crafts are 
going to be sold in the mainstream and mass produced to benefit large numbers of workers, 
standards of “fairness” need to be clarified and communicated honestly to retail purchasers.
Further reading:

• Global Apparel Production and Sweatshop Labor: Can Raising Retail Prices Finance 
Living Wages? http://bit.ly/1Jw8t0N

• Minimum Wage Levels in China: http://bit.ly/1odeF9XProductivity 
• Rates in Different Countries: http://bit.ly/1KFSWfZ
• Offshore Herd Instinct: http://econ.st/1eRtJFD 
• American Companies that Brought Jobs Back Home:  

http://huff.to/1VgjteV http://www.smw9.com/why_value.html
• Hillary Clinton: Capitalism Needs a Reset: http://for.tn/1LejZFF
• Personal communication with the manager of Guatemala Wholesale indicates that the 

skilled craftspeople making hackey sacks for $1 each wholesale cost are earning a 
profit equivalent to 4-8x the minimum wage of $3-$6 per day in Guatemala.Military 
Parts from China: http://cnn.it/1LGypNk

If Moving Production Offshore Does Not Equal Bigger Profits, 
What Gives? 
By JohN thielkiNg

Babbs continued from page 1
A third crucial factor was ignorance regarding PTSD. Babb responded to the police 

intrusion with rage, according to his roommate and lifelong friend, “angrier than I’d 
ever seen him before.” “Get them off my property,” Babb yelled. “I’m not a criminal 
and I’m not coming out!” 

Speaking by phone with crisis negotiator Grose, who inappropriately replaced 
Higgins, Babb demanded that they stay off his property, not come into his house, and 
“just leave.” Grose responded that the police “aren’t going anywhere.” Babb hung up, 
soon opened his door and allegedly pointed a scoped but unloaded rifle at SWAT team 
officer Stutesman, who killed him (The family has questioned this police account.)

Psychological trauma consists of intolerable emotional states that are inescap-
able and uncontrollable. PTSD includes “intrusion” of these past emotional states 
by evocative situations, which might obviously occur in a psychologically wounded 
combat veteran confronted with an armored personnel carrier and armed, uniformed, 
adversarial figures. PTSD compels avoidance of helplessness, which the police refusal 
to withdraw made impossible. PTSD includes “hyper- arousal” of emotion that Babb’s 
housemate clearly described to police and the police ignored.

Babb was struggling to control a chaotic internal world with his therapist’s help. 
The robotic, authoritarian police response introduced an uncontrollable external world 
as well. This could not have been more ignorant and predictably disastrous.

We cannot know Captain Babb’s experiences while deployed in Afghanistan. At 
the very least, Babb witnessed and participated in that descent into the unspeakable 
underworld called war where his country sent him — inescapable and uncontrollable 
experiences of violence, destruction and mass, indiscriminate killing of people trying 
to defend their homes, communities and lands against invaders.

Did Brian Babb directly kill other human beings? Those who do, although directed 
by state authority, bear the searing memories and inevitable guilts of those who pull 
the triggers that explode the bodies of strangers loved by other strangers. Perhaps 
Brian’s message to officers Grose, McAlpine and Stutesman was, “You take it over. 
Now you’re the killers. You live with it the rest of your lives.”

banks of the river and a special thank you goes to Praise from Community Supported 
Shelters, who bicycled back and forth from Maurie Jacobs to Campbell Center pick-
ing up bags filled with what people had discarded by the river. Jan Zoll from Eugene 
Catholic Workers helped everyone refuel by offering PB&J sandwiches, fruits and 
nuts, snacks and drinks to volunteers and passersby alike.

Strahan wants to thank the many supporters and volunteers who came from a wide 
variety of organizations, including the OURS camp, Unitarian Universalist Church, 
Opportunity Village Eugene, THRIV Eugene, Nightingale Health Sanctuary, the Eu-
gene Occupier, Oregon Roads, A Storage Place, High Priestess Piercing, and Shaped 
Right tools. ACT (A Community Together) managed the finances, and RiverRun 
Enterprises donated the final raffle prizes.

This cleanup, says Strahan, is the first of many. The River Group plans to organize 
future cleanups and events and would love to have you join in. Contact David Strahan 
on Facebook to volunteer or for more information.

River continued from page 1

Thank you Ralph!
With this issue the Newsletter Team says goodbye to our friend and layout artist, 

Ralph Bitter, who has been with us from the beginning. We appreciate his many skills 
and the hours of effort he has put into the Eugene Occupier. We are also grateful to 
Brave Beatrice for stepping up to complete this issue.
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In 1953 the U.S. overthrew Iran’s elected Prime Minister Mohammed Mossadeq 
and destroyed Iranian democracy in order to maintain Western control of Iran’s oil. 
The U.S. then installed Shah Pahlavi and his brutal police state, which maintained 
power for a quarter century until overthrown by a popular revolution in 1979. Given 
U.S. stakes in controlling the region, taking U.S. embassy hostages at that time to 
discourage U.S. military intervention seemed sensible, but the Iranian people have 
been punished by sanctions ever since. Billions of dollars in Iranian assets have been 
frozen and Iranian oil exports are down 40 percent. 

In 1980 the U.S. supported Iraq in launching an eight-year war against Iran that 
caused an estimated half-million Iranian deaths. During this war, the U.S. increased 
sanctions against Iran while duplicitously providing it secret arms using Israel as an 
intermediary with revenues diverted and laundered to support U.S. atrocities in Central 
America. In 1988, shortly before a UN-brokered ceasefire, the U.S.S. Vincennes shot 
down Iran Air Flight 655 with two missiles, killing all 290 aboard including 66 chil-
dren. Not only were there no disciplinary consequences, but the Captain of the Vin-
cennes was awarded the Legion of Merit, a decoration second only to the Congressional 
Medal of Honor.

Iran is not an aggressor nation, having invaded no other country for over 200 
years. U.S. and Israeli intelligence services – supported by the IAEA – acknowledge 
that Iran has no nuclear weapons program, and would pose no military threat with or 
without nukes. Iranians are neither crazy nor suicidal. In contrast, Israel has attacked 
and occupied territories of all its contiguous neighbors throughout its brief 67-year 
history and is the only nuclear threat in the region with both land- and sea-based mis-
sile delivery systems. The U.S. has destroyed two modern, advanced, secular Arab 
countries and an other non-Arab Muslim country, and is conducting covert, proxy and 
drone warfare against Syria, Yemen and Pakistan. 

So who are the aggressors, and who deserves to be sanctioned? 
And what then is the real agenda behind Israel’s demands for attack and our sanc-

tions upon Iran, both violating the UN Charter prohibiting “the threat or use of force 
against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state”? 

Wahhabist Sunni Saudi Arabia bitterly opposes Shia Iran as a regional hegemonic 
rival. It has made common cause with Israel, which wants to eliminate Iran’s support 
of Hezbollah, the defensive force against Israel’s 1982 invasion and 18-year occupa-
tion of south Lebanon that remains Lebanon’s key bulwark against Israeli aggression. 
The Saudis have provided much of the funding and the Israel lobby has provided 
vigorous political pressure behind the U.S. proxy war against Syria, the key “Shia 
crescent” bridge between Iran and Hezbollah. 

As ever, U.S. covert and proxy operations are intimately involved. Seymour 
Hersh reported the long-planned IDF/Pentagon agenda behind Israel’s 2006 attack on 
Lebanon to test the effectiveness of air power against Hezbollah’s Iran-style buried 

defenses. Had this succeeded in both encouraging an air campaign and significantly 
degrading Hezbollah’s retaliatory capacity against Israel as an Iranian ally, it would 
have cleared the way for a direct attack on Iran. Despite the failure of this strategic 
move, former Mossad chief Meir Dagan reported four Netanyahu plans to attack Iran 
between 2010 and 2012 that were derailed by more prudent Israeli leaders. 

Other than submission to Saudi and Israeli influence, what independent U.S. in-
terests are involved? Sanctions against Iran serve a revitalized U.S. cold war face-off 
against Russia. These have blocked Iran’s admission to the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization, which with India and Pakistan to become 2016 members, would largely 
complete Russian-Asian dominance of central Eurasia and encircle the resource-rich 
Caspian Basin. Iran applied for SCO membership in 2008 and will be eligible to join 
when international sanctions are lifted next year. The U.S. can no longer block this.

The SCO is a political, economic and military alliance that will soon represent 
about half the world’s population, intended to challenge the Bretton Woods finan-
cial institutions and reproduce the former Warsaw Pact’s counterweight to NATO. 
Chinese, Indian and Russian troops marched together in Moscow’s WWII victory 
parade this year. The SCO overlaps the three-continent BRICS alliance, which in turn 
overlaps Latin American alliances of Mercosur, ALBA and UNASUR with its new 
Banco del Sur for development lending free of neoliberal conditions imposed by the 
World Bank and IMF.

Irrespective of congressional action on the nuclear “deal,” the other P5+1 nego-
tiating countries will not impose continuing sanctions. The EU is eager for Iranian 
natural gas. Russia has already signed a $20 billion oil-for-goods agreement with 
Tehran – exchanging grain, equipment and construction materials for up to 500,000 
barrels of Iranian crude a day – and has lifted its hold on completing a 2010 contract 
for delivery of an S-300 surface-to-air anti-missile system to Tehran, sufficient for 
effective defense against the U.S. or Israel without needing a nuclear deterrent. 

Russia is also providing an even more advanced S-400 system to SCO partner 
China. Iran is an essential strategic link by both land and sea in the Chinese-led 
“New Silk Roads,” including close ties on energy, trade/commerce, and advanced 
Chinese defense technology. Iran is a founding member of the Asian Infrastructure 
Investment Bank for financing New Silk Road projects, and China created a SWIFT 
system to pay Iran for energy in yuan. Chinese companies have begun pumping from 
Iran’s gas fields under the Persian Gulf – the largest in the world – and from Iran’s 
massive oil fields along its border with Iraq. 

The Monroe Doctrine is finished and the American empire is fading fast. The 
world is fed up with neoliberal and gunboat capitalism. The 120-member Non-
Aligned Movement chose Tehran for its 2015 conference and Iran is its current chair. 
We can either lose decisively or stay in the game. That, I believe, is what our treaty 
ratification process will determine.

Iran Nuclear Treaty has Broad Implications
by Jack Dresser

On Aug 12, International Youth Day, 21 young people 
from across the United States filed a landmark constitution-
al climate change lawsuit against the federal government in 
the U.S. District Court for the District of Oregon. World-
renowned climate scientist Dr. James E. Hansen joined the 
youths as Plaintiff. 

The Complaint asserts that, in causing climate change, 
the federal government has violated the youngest genera-
tion’s constitutional rights to life, liberty, property, and 
has failed to protect essential public trust resources. The 
Complaint alleges the Federal Government is violating 
the young people’s constitutional rights by promoting the 
development and use of fossil fuels. 

The young Plaintiffs are challenging the federal govern-
ment’s national fossil fuel programs, as well as the pro-
posed Jordan Cove LNG export terminal in Coos Bay, OR. 
Plaintiffs seek to hold President Obama and various federal 
agencies responsible for continued fossil fuel exploitation. 

18-year-old Plaintiff Kelsey Juliana of Eugene ex-
plains: “Our nation's top climate scientists, including Dr. 
Hansen, have found that the present CO2 level is already 
in the danger zone and leading to devastating disruptions 
of planetary systems. . . We brought this case because 
the Government needs to immediately and aggressively 
reduce carbon emissions, and stop promoting fossil fuels, 
which force our nation's climate system toward irrevers-
ible impacts.” 

Based on the Fifth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, 
the Complaint argues that, despite knowing CO2 emissions 
cause dangerous climate change and ocean acidification, the 
Federal Government failed to restrict those emissions and 
continues to authorize fossil fuel projects that amplify the 
danger and foreclose the opportunity to stabilize the climate 
system. 

“We uncovered shocking admissions by the White 
House and the Environmental Protection Agency: they have 
known for decades of the extreme dangers of fossil fuels,” 
notes Philip Gregory, of Burlingame, CA, counsel to the 
Plaintiffs. “The Complaint explains how Defendants have 
known since at least 1965 that CO2 emissions from fossil 
fuels would create perilous climate change, with enormous 
and harmful impacts for future generations – including our 
children.” 

“By 2020, the Jordan Cove Energy 
Project will be the largest emitter of green-
house gases in the whole state of Oregon,” 
says 18-year-old Alex Loznak, one of the 
eleven Oregon youth plaintiffs. “Science 
tells us we must sharply cut back on CO2 
emissions, but my Federal Government 
has given the green light to massive LNG 
exports from this terminal. If constructed, 
the terminal would process one billion 
cubic feet of natural gas per day, locking 
us into dependence on fossil fuels at a time 
when we should be transitioning toward a 
renewableenergy economy.” 

The Complaint includes each Plaintiff’s 
individual story and the ways in which they 
are harmed by climate change now and will 
be in the future if the Court does not order 
the Federal Government to decrease atmo-
spheric concentrations of CO2 to a safe 
level. For example, Tia Hatton, from Bend, 
OR, has experienced record low snow-
fall for the past three years, threatening 
her water supplies and winter sports. She 
knows carbon pollution confronts her and 
her generation with the specter of severe 
water shortages, and is concerned she will be forced to stop 
skiing competitively. 

“This bold action by youth in the United States chal-
lenges federal government actions that are causing and 
exacerbating, rather than abating, the climate crisis,” says 
attorney Roger Cox, who recently secured a court order in 
the Netherlands ordering the Dutch government to decrease 
emissions. “Like the court found in our Dutch case, the 
U.S. government also has a duty to safeguard the climate 
for present and future generations, but when the govern-
ment fails to do so, plaintiffs must be able to rely on the 
judicial branch to remedy the grave injustice being perpe-
trated by their own government.” 

Dr. James Hansen, director of the Climate Science, Aware-
ness and Solutions program at Columbia University, says: 
“Sensible means exist to rapidly phase down CO2 emissions, 
to wit, a rising carbon fee collected from fossil fuel companies 

Youth Return to Court as Promised with Lawsuit  
against U.S. Government and President 
By our chilDreN’s trust, coNDeNseD By Vickie NelsoN

with funds distributed to the public. Instead, our President 
proposes ineffectual actions, demonstrably short of what is 
needed, and persists in approving fossil fuel projects that will 
slam shut the narrowing window of opportunity to ensure a 
hospitable climate system. I aim to testify on behalf of young 
people. Their future hangs in the balance.” 

“The purpose of this case is to obtain an order from 
a federal court requiring the United States government, 
including the President and specific federal agencies, to de-
velop a national plan to protect our atmosphere and stabilize 
our climate system. These youth, as well as future genera-
tions, have constitutional due process and equal protection 
rights to be free from governmental harm to those resourc-
es,” said Julia Olson, Executive Director and Chief Legal 
Counsel for Our Children’s Trust, and lead counsel on the 
litigation. “This lawsuit asks whether our government has a 
constitutional responsibility to leave a viable climate system 
for future generations.”

Photo courtesy of our chiLDren’s trust

Plaintiff Kelsey Juliana of Eugene with her mother and two of her attorneys, 
Chris Winter (left) and Liam Sherlock (right).
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As the people’s business 
gets mired in Congressional 
Committee and our infra-
structure c rumbles, corporate 
profits explode. How did we 
get here — economic inequal-
ity with the planet in decline — 
from the productive social and 
economic growth of the 50s 
and 60s? What’s the primary 
deciding factor? 

In the few systems that 
are working, there is a tan-
gible sense of cooperation. No 
need to compete or dominate, 
to blame, condemn, or seek 
vengeance. When a challenge 
materializes (like Nightingale 
Health Sanctuary relocating 
their whole operation), they 
solve it collaboratively. Young people who are nurtured 
learn how to cooperate. They’re less likely to be angry and 
“act out.” (Biglan, “The Nurture Effect: How the Science of 
Human Behavior Can Improve Our Lives & Our World.”) 
Teen gunmen Dylann Roof and Adam Lanza were mentally 
unstable and probably got little if any nurturance. What par-
ent gives their disturbed adolescent son an assault weapon? 

Another school shooting in Roseburg. I knew Kip 
Kinkel’s dad back in ‘98 and it still hits me hard. What are 
the common factors for every incident? The perpetrator has 
always been a male, often in a mental/emotional episode 
brought on by PTSD and/or a lapse or overdose of a psychi-
atric drug -- clearly a result of the extreme decline in mental 
healthcare. We let the movie / video game industry glorify 
violence so that more guys lust over huge automatic assault 
weapons as a sure sign of virility and power.

I see a massive outcry that drowns out the NRA’s attempt 
to impersonate a majority. At least 70% of Americans -- 
including many gun owners -- support common sense laws 
halting sale of military assault weapons and keeping guns 
from criminals and the mentally/emotionally unstable (www.
usnews.com/.../strong-majority-of- americans-nra-members-
back...Jan 28, 2013). We must demand that Congress and the 
president act decisively now. This is a National Emergency.

While male “leadership” — save Pope Francis — ap-
pears to be more about blame, competition, and aggression, 

Chaos or Cooperation: Random Journal Entries 
By graham lewis I see nurturance and cooperation 

as being hallmarks of the female 
nature. Women like Carly and 
Hillary are still trying to play 
the Male Game, yet others like 
Elizabeth Warren are endeavor-
ing to proactively collaborate 
on progressive legislation. It’s 
time for men to again cooperate. 
Presidential candidate Bernie 
Sanders has been rallying huge 
crowds which can no longer be 
called radical splinter groups. 
Though he orates with a forceful 
tone, he offers common sense 
solutions and takes no corporate 
hush money. That level of zeal 
can’t help but worry the corporate 
infrastructure.

I often feel like Chicken Little 
because, in case you haven’t no-

ticed, the sky is falling. We are passing the threshold beyond 
which it’s too late to keep the planet habitable, except maybe 
for plankton and bacteria. Nevertheless, most of us continue 
to consume more than we really need (e.g., I just had to com-
post a shameful amount of uneaten, raw vegetables I’d felt 
virtuous about buying.) And don’t we still feed our addiction 
to convenience?

Most people are pretty good at rationalizing selfish 
behaviors. In order to protest anything, there has to be some 
degree of feeling “better than.” With really bad guys like 
Karl Rove and the Koch brothers in mind, we can feel moral 
and right. Yet if we demonstrated more humility, moderation 
and gratitude, would we be facing this dark future? The more 
we squabble about priorities at General Assemblies, the 
fewer people we see. Remember when Occupy was fun?

The Great Alarm is ringing and there is no snooze button. 
We the People know we can no longer be idle bystanders. 
Neither can we tolerate the current level of greed and corrup-
tion. Ardent supporters of the Bernie for President campaign 
are rediscovering how it feels to build strength in numbers. 
Coming together and working hard builds everyone’s spirits 
-- makes what seemed impossible become possible again. 
The secret is out: rallying together for Bernie Sanders — his 
vision and determination — is incredibly fun! Rebuilding a 
nation of lasting peace and equality will take all of us. We 
can do this! 

graPhic by grahaM Lewis

Martin discovered Occupy Wall Street online. As 
an undergraduate at the UO, he had studied political 
theory, focusing on democracy and popular move-
ments. His work was informed by the revolutionary 
uprisings in Eastern Europe in the early ‘90s and by 
the Tiananmen Square protests.

Twenty-some years later he was working in special 
education. Although he didn’t pursue political theory 
in a formal setting, his interest in popular movements 
persisted. Both the Arab Spring and the Occupy move-
ment that followed caught his attention. The Occupy 
movement demanded a broader distribution of power, 
opposition to corporate hegemony, and getting money 
out of politics, which up to then had been treated as a 
non-issue. 

“The specific way they were protesting appealed 
to me,” Martin says, “people were amplifying their 
speech in opposition to the fact that the Supreme 
Court allowed corporations to amplify their speech 
with money.” Martin attended protests at Eugene’s 
Bank of America in the fall of 2011 and went to the 
big march on Oct 15, one of the best experiences of 
his life. At the Occupy sites and at the OEV ware-
house he joined Donna Riddle in organizing dish-
washing, worked with peacekeeping, helped at the 
info booth and, eventually became a minutes taker at 
the General Assemblies. 

Martin had received peacekeeper training when 
he was engaged in actions against the Gulf war. In 
addition, since 2000 he has been working with people 
with cognitive disabilities and had both training and 
experience in de-escalation with kids and young 
adults. He had also been working as a volunteer at 
the Egan warming center for three years. His training 
and experience with de-escalation naturally translated 
itself into an inclination to provide a safe environment 
at the camps and eventually at Occupy Medical. 

When Becca asked for help with interviews for 

incoming volunteers and peacekeepers, Martin was the 
perfect man for the job. And when Jason organized a 
peacekeepers’ team, Martin recruited  Connor, Travis, 
and Michael, aka Cowboy/Bullhorn. While peacekeep-
ing, and by extension offering support to the support 
team, has been Martin’s main contribution at the 
clinic, he also helps oversee setup and takedown, and 
generally makes sure everything runs smoothly. 

Peacekeeping responsibilities range from making 
sure everyone observes the no smoking zone to the 
de-escalation of potential physical confrontation. “The 
bottom line is to prevent physical fights on the park 
blocks.”

Many of the clients at Occupy Medical are on 
edge — they suffer from PTSD, addiction to various 
substances, and may not have regular meals. The main 
objective of peacekeeping is to keep both patients and 
volunteers safe. 

For Martin, successful de-escalation is based on 
having good relationships with the crowd, many of 
whom are regulars. “It is important to treat people 
with respect,” he points out. “They respond best to 
that.” He reminds me about Maslow’s pyramid, and 
says, “I do many things to keep people from escalat-
ing; I help them by meeting their needs — by offering 
food, coffee, an opportunity to talk — so they can feel 
safe, which helps them calm down.” He always tries to 
be clear, firm, to the point, and polite. 

He feels Occupy Medical is important because not 
everyone can get the healthcare they need at tradition-
al clinics. “We help a lot of people who may not go 
anywhere else. Not everyone is comfortable or even 
able to deal with paperwork. And then there is the 
issue of trust. People trust OM because we are on the 
street, ready to serve.” 

Martin suffered a concussion at work (actually the 
second in two years) that kept him away from Occupy 
Medical for six months. Visiting the doctor paid for by 

SAIF felt like torture. He was frustrated by the painful 
exams under bright lights, the atmosphere of suspi-
cion, the refusal of Worker’s Comp insurance to pay 
for an MRI, and the miserly compensation during his 
recovery. He needed support and instead he felt he was 
being treated as a criminal. 

He finally saw Dr. Bruce at Occupy Medical who 
gave him a more thorough exam. Dr. Bruce also 
helped verify that Martin needed more time off partly 
because he was experiencing Post Concussion Syn-
drome, which has a number of symptoms in common 
with PTSD. 

Martin returned to OM this August, but, in Septem-
ber, he found that adjusting to working at his regular 
job took up all his emotional energy. “I’m able to work 
with the kids again,” he says “but it’s hard for me to 
do anything else.”

For now Martin is leaving the leadership of OM 
peacekeeping in the capable hands of Connor Salis-
bury. This winter he hopes to be able to help with 
Egan again, including training new volunteers.

Martin Champion: Peacekeeper
By catheriNe siskroN 
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